* h * — + 


* th. me i 14" mn KE 
n 8 
N ä — ; pu 
N . 


0 R, 


* 


An Fſſav upon the Nature of Anti- 
chriſt's Power and Character. 


„5 IN S r 


The ff part being an inquiry, (1.) Into the meaning 
bot the ferm ANTICHRIS T, and of the Character 
of Autichriſi, from the Book of Inſpiration: 2.) 
Into the applicability of that ferm, and of theſe 
'Charadters to the Porr, from Hiſtory, if the Cha- 
racters, by the events in Providence, be verified in 
the Papacy : (3-) Into the Ule and Improvement to 
be made of theſe Characters by ALL MEN. | 


The /ccond part being an irquiry; (1) Into a Character 
or two of the true Church: (2) An enlargement 
of the Characters of Autichziſt: (3) Some caules 
of Fumiliation: And, (4) Some grounds of Encou- 
r=gement to Believers. Laſily, Lach part cancludes 
with Deicriptions of HZAVEN, from the Kev. lation. 


By a PROTESTANT. 
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ANTICHRIST's INQUE 31 


1 Joux 1 11. 18. 23. 


bine children, it is the laſt time + and as ye have bear 


that Antichriſ! ſhall come, even now are there many amti. 


 ebriſls ; wherefore we know that it i the laſt — 


Wh:/5:v r denieth th: Sun, the ſame hath net the Father 2 
[but] he that acknowledgeth the Son, hath the Fa- 


ther alſo. 


2 EpisTix, verſe 7, 


= For many dl eeivers are entered inte the world, who en- 


Ii not that Feſus Chrift is come in the Feb. This 
a deceio:r and an antichriſt. 


x NSPEL minifters, being watchmen of God's maks 
ing, are to hear the word at his mouth, and give 


4 warning trom him to the wicked, te turn f, om their 
% wickedneſs, and to the righteous not to turn from 


their righteouſneſs, Ezek iii. 17. 18. 19 20 The 
_ danger of the return of Popery into this land, we con- 
| fider as a loud call in nar to teſtify againſt it; 


| to warn all of the nature of Popery, and of the con- 


| ſequences of it. 


iſt, Of the nature of Popery. The e inelud! 


ts lead and members in a ſucceſſion, is the Antichriſ- 
tien ſtite, aud the Pope as head of his adherents, is An- 
tichritt, the eminent Antichriſt, tz. e. 5 the great ad- 


Y 1 to Chriſt, of which John treats in his 1ſt Epiſtle 
ii. 19, 22. and in his 2d kpiſtle and 7th: verſe. The - 
" [2 ſt paſſage is the firſt: place of ſcripture in which Ans 
tichriſt is expreſsly mentioned: Little children, it is 
4 © the lait time; and as ye have heard that Antichriſt 
1 c ſhalt come, even now there are manyAntichrilts,' &. 


A 2 penſatios 


In the Gr paſſage obſerve what Jobn ſpeaks of : 't, : 
WP Df the laſk- time, (i. .) of the time of the laſt diſs 
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penfation of prace.. There have been three diſnenſa-⸗ 


tions of God's grace in the world: y{t, The Patriar- 
chal di penſition from Ad im to los 5 this was the 
morning time of the world. 2d, The Moſtical dif- 
renſation from Moſes to Cbriſt: this was the noon- 


time of the world. zd. The Chriſtian« di tpenſation. 


from Chrift's firſt to his ſecond coming : : this is the at- 
ternoon time of the World This is the laſt time.— 
2dly, John fpeak< of Antichriſt that ſhall come: Tea, 


even now, lays he, there are many Antichriſts The 


Antichriſt in John's day, fuch as Simon Magus, Ebion, 


and Cerintheus, were forerunners of an Antichriit to 


come; not come in John' s Gay, but to come. 


'Tn . "ee and third prſſige, 15 > SY "SU jahn 
explains Antichriſt: Who is a liar ? bot be that devieth. 
that leſus is the Chriſt; he is Antichriſt that denicth 
the Father and the Son. The brſt clauſe of the 22d 
verſe is a queſtivn : : Who is a [far but he that denyeth 
that ſeſus is the Chiit? (z. e ) he who denieth ſe ſus 
to be the Meſſiah, the znninted of Gd, to the office 
of prophe:, prieſt, and king of the church, he is the 
very worſt of henetirs. For, as in the laſt clauſe of 
that verſe. he is Antichriſt that denieth the Father and 
the Son, (i. e.) he who denies the Son deuies the Fa- 
ther: and the reaſon 1 is, becauſe of that near relation 
which is betwixt them, In the 24 Epiſtle and 7th verſe, 
John ſays. Many deceivers are entred into the world, 
e who confeſs not that Jeſus Chriſt is come in the Aſh. 
4 This is a deceiver, and an Antichrilt.” There Anti- 


chriſt i« ſaid to be a denier that ſeſus Chriſt is come 


in the fleſh. Ihe term Aut chriſt, fpnifies one contra» 
ry to Chriſt, one againſt Chriſt, ane an ecemy to Chriſt, 


ſometimes tr:vilated contra, adoverſus, (i. e.) agaiuſt: 
and ſometimes pro, vic” /.n /cco. (i.e) in the room, 


Nead, or place of another: as Autipſutos. is one who 
deſires to die inſtead of another; accordingly Antichriſt 


Kath two Gonificitions. It Ggnifies an enemy to Chriſt ; 
r to Chult, e * the. vicar of i 


Chia. 


The Greek term Antichriſlos. is compounded of the ar- 
gicle Anti, and the noun Chrifſics, The article anti, is 
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12 Cbiiſt; one who, under the ſhew of frie ndſhip te CH. 8 
= doh op;:ofe him: pretending to be in the room 4 

Chriſt, he fg ts a gainſt Chriſt His pre ext of being 
. the vicar of Chriſt, is a colouring of, and cover to his 
15 oppoſit ion to -hriſt. Turretine. - -- | | 1 
* From thoſe paſſages Cardinal Bellarmine argues i” he 
5 following panrer : That Antichriſt ſhall deny Jeſus to 
1, be Chriſt, and that he is come in-the fleſh; but, lays 
105 he, the Pope does not deny ſeſus to be ( hriſt, to be 
n, come in the fleſn - Wheretore he cannot be Ant ichriſt. 
8 Anſwer, There is a twofold denying of Chriſt , there 

is a denying of Chriſt directly, or openly, in words; 
A and ti ere is a deny ing of Chritt indirectly, or c:vertly 
mY in deeds, Tit. i. 6 They profeſs to know Gd, but 
1 in works they deny him- 5 He that denieih the of- 
4 5 ices of Chriſt, denieth Chrift but the Pope cerieth 
9 4 Jeſus to be the prophet, prieſt, and king:of the el 3 ch 
2 He, in effect devies his prophetical office; in d ſgraciug 
5 b the fol y- Scriptures,» lay ing, that they ie impeitect, 
A and contain not all matters neceſſary to falvation; in 85 
iy 1 afrming, that their authority bindeth not without 
4 5 Lis allowance Cardinal Hoſius affirms, That were it 
"4 not for the church's authority interpoſed in the cale; 
. tcriptures were no beiter than AMſop's fal le. is 
85 prisſtly office; in letting upra new propitiatory facrifice 
5 in the maſs, as if the facritice of atorement- which be 
" gave of himfelt had been deficient; - yea inſufficient, 
5 without the auxiliary of the ma ſe, to make atone ent 
55 for fin, and to ſave the ſinner: *% But he by one offer- 
255 © ing hath for ever pei fected them that are ſandtified,”? 
wig Jeb. x. 14 in making other mediators and interceſſors 
ſt. beſides Chiiſt, who is the only medi tor between God 
th and.men, 1 Tim. ii. 5 His kingly office, in making : 
"4 himſelf Chriſt's vicar: and vicegerent upon. the earth; 
t; in making new laws, new ſacraments: asd ordinances, 
we belides Chriſt's : but if any man add to the things in 
the bock of God, the plagues therein ſhall be added 
'' to him, Rev. xxii. 18. From all which it follows. that 
'; XZ -tho-Pope, in denyipg the offices of Chriſt, is Antichriſt _ 
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or the Papacy, including head and members,.i is the An- 
| tichriltian ſtate. 


Exbortation. 


O beware of Popery ! Ye cannot give up yourſelves a 
to an Ant ichriſtian doctr ine, but ye become an enemy 
to Chriſt; ye deny him in all his offices: and fo let none 
ſay Popery and the true religion may be reconciled ; for 
ſooner ſhall darkneſs become light, than Chriit and An- 
tichriſt be reconciled. We countel you Proteſtants, 
as in Haggai i. 5. Conſider your ways; (4.e.) the tem- 
per of your mind, and tenor of your life: how much 
of the Ant' chriſtian ipirit 1 is in the temper of your mind 
and tenor of your life, in denying Chrift n his offices. 
Ye practically deny him in his office of a prophet, while 

e refuſe him that ſpeaks from heaven. In his prieſt- 
Iy, while ye go about to eſtabliſh your own righteouſ- 
nels. In his kingly, while you will not have him to 
reign Over you. 


The ſecond text, which was, 2 Theſſ. ii. 2, 4, 5, 6, 
7, 8, 9, 10, tt. © let ne man deceive you by any. 
«. means: for that day ſhall not come, except there 
% he a falling away firſt, and that man of lin be re- 
F.ve-led, the fon of perdition: who oppofeth and ex- 
dc alteth hinielt above ail that is called God, or that 
4 is worſhipped , lo that he as God fitteth in the tem- 
& ple of God, ſkewing himſelf that he is Cod. Verſe 
4% 6. And now ye krow what with holdeth, that he 

«might be revealed in his time For the myſtery of - 
&.jnjiquity doth. already work ; ovly he who letteth 
4 now, will let, until he be taken out of the way. 
| 4% And then ſhall that wicked be revealed, whom the 
_ #8, | ord ſhall conſume with the ſpirit of his novel; and 
| «ſhall deſtroy with the brightneſs of his coming: - 

| even him whole coming is after the working of Satan, 2 
4 with all power, and ns and lying wonders, and 
EP « with all deceiveableneis of un: iphteouſnels, in them 
BB , that periſh; becaule they received not the love of 
U 6 truth, that they mipht be ſaved. And for this cauſe. 
| *&-Ged ſhall lend them lirong deluſion, that they ſhould + 
5 beliers | 


— — ae — w- * 
at 


£1 


4e helieve a ne: that they all might be dimned, he 


« believed not the truth, but had ole alure in uur ighte- 
ci ouſue ſa. 


CHAPTER I. 
Of. the Second Text. | 
STCTLION: Ke. 3 
2 THESSALONIANS ii. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 17. 


In the former chapter, the plan taid down, was, tes. 
Warn all, elt, Ot the nature, and, 2diy, Ot the danyer- 
els and pernicious conſequences of Popery. 


rſt, Concerning the diſmal nature of Popery. The 
aſlertion [aid down, was, that Papacy, including RY 
and members in a ſucceſſion, i is the Anticnritti.n tate, 
and the Pope, as head thereof, is Antichriſt, This af- 
ſertiun we evince from the epiitles of john; and this - 
aſſertion we wou!4 prove trom Paul's epiſtles to the 
Theſſalonians end to Timothy. Fo the ThefF:lonians, 
Paul {ays, ** Let no man deceive you by any means; 
for that da; hall got come, except there come a 
& falling away firſt,” Kc. Te pave the Way, it may 
be enquired of what day doth the apoitle here treat? 
We anf{wer, The apoſtic treats of the day of Chriit, ag 
ia the 2d verſe; The day. of Chrift here, is the day. 
* of his arne irt the ſecond time without fin, unto fal- 
vation Some among the Theſſaloniers were under 
4 apprebenſio s, that the day of Curiſt's appearivg the 
2X fecond time without lin, unto ſalvation, would be in 
tbeir day, in the age in which they lived. To rectify 
their milapprehenſions, the apoltle lays, '* That diy 
. i ſhall not nee there Somea faiſing away firit.““ 


1 0 It may be enquired what was to intervene be- 
> ewixt ( brilt's day and the theiſaloniaus' day? We 
asu wer, A falling away was to come; the man of 1 
J * lon of n waz ta be revealed; where, 
8 grueral,. # 


* 323 . 
EO” paar 1, 
3 


- „ um 
P ea MS 


hed OTIS wn 
—— ——— Ae IIs op. 
— 


— 


as 
. 


„ . $44 
" 
= CT ˙ 


3229 


"OI PW + et ee 
rn net 20 Ng” am 


a 3 „ 
. ͤ . ] a 


e 


— 
— Ah. Wy as co 
o — 


1 2 2 


general, ohſerve the characters or marks of the Anti- 
chridian ſtate: ne character is a falling away. Anas 
ther character of Antichriſt is drawn from his ſelfgex- 
altation. A third is drawn from his ulurped power. 
A fourth character relates to his names: fuch as the 
man of fin, the ſon of perdition, &c. A fitth charac- 


 terof the geit Antich-ift, is drawn from his princi- 


ples, or his religions, ſtiled emphatically, The myite- 
ry of iniquicy. A ſixth charatter-of the great Anti- 
chriſt relates to taking that out ef the way which hin- 
dered the revelation of him, 1s in verſe 6th-ard 5th. 
A ſeventh character of Antickrift is drawnfrom the tine 
of his revelation, veries zd, 6th; and-8th.- Eightly, 
Another character af the great Antichriſtis drawn from 
the manner of his coming, verſes 9, c. whoſe come 
jeg is after the working af Satan.“ &c. Ninthly, A- 
nother character of the great Antichriſt is drawn from 
„ie ruin: „hom the Lord mall conſume,““ &c. verſe 
th Tenthly. Another, and. the laſt character, is drawn 
from the ruin of his ſubjeRs, aid to be them that 
©: nerifh, becauſe they recrived not tbe love of the 
© truth,” &c- ver ſes Fe, 11, 12. What we propoſe, 
5s, tſt, To explain theſe characters by the ſeriptures. 
2dly, To point out by hiitory, to whom they are aps 


Plicable.., 3dly, To improve them by exhortat ions. 


SECTION I. 


Gf the explanation, applicability, end improvement of 15? 


three firſt charul lers. 


The firſt character of the Aptichriſtian ſtate is a fal- 


ling away The original phraſe is. He poſlalia, the 
apoſtacy, that great apoſtacy of the latter times, 1 Tim. 
iv. t, 2, 3. The Spirit ſpeaketh expreſſy, that in the 
« [aſt times ſome ſhall depart from the faith, giving 
cc heed to ſeducing ſpirits, &c. The apoſtacy here, 13 
z departure from the faith, (7 e.) the Chriſtian religi- 
on, which is the true religion. ; 


Now the Papacy, er Popilh religion, is nothing eiſd 
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Linge aud EMPCLOLS. . 


. 
But: the great apoſtacy from Chriſtianity, headed by the 


Pope, as has in ſo ne meaſure appeared from what was 
fard on Sabbath laſt, and will be more evident from 


what fol los. He thit conpues the church of Ro ne 
z Paul's time, with the church of Rone in the time 
ef the conncil of Trent, will find that ſhe hath apoſ- 
tatized trom divine ta deviliſh doctrine: from divine to 
de Viliſh worſhip. That doctrine of devils, forbidding, 
under a pretence of piety, the clergy to marry, is one 
of her doctrines: and thit doftrine of devils, come 
manding alſo, under a pretence of piety, to abitain 
from fieih in Lent, is another of her doctrines. 


The ſecond character of the great Antichriſt is drawm 
from his ſelf exaltation: © Who exalieth himſelf a 
© have ali that is called God, or that is „ rſttiipped.“ 
In explzining this character, we inay enquire what 18 
meant by all that is called God. 

. The Creator is the only living and true 
God; Gen. i. 1. I. Mie am the Lord, and 
ce there is none elle; there is no God beſides me. 
2dly, Magiſtrates are calted gods, in virtue of that au- 
eboriry with which God has invetied them. Pial Ixxxii. 
xr: © God fiandeth in the congregation of the 
c mighty; he judgeth among the gods: (i. e.) a- 
mong mapiitrates. Verſe 6th; - „aid, Ye are gods: 
% aud ali of you are children of the dt High,“ &. 


2d, What is meant by all that is worſhipped ? I an» 
ſwer, This propoſition is explicative of the former: the 


Creator is to be Worſhipped with religions worſhip. 


This is due to the Creator only ; and magiitrates are 
to be worthipped with civil. worſhip: this is due to 
them, 1 Pet. ii. 12, 14 Submit yourſelves to every 
„ ordinance of men, tor the Lord's ke: whether it 
© be to the king, as ſupreme ; or unto governors, 22 
% unto them that are ſent by hin tor the punihmert,”* 

&c. Magiſtrates are of ſeveral degrees, ſome in $642 ano 
others \uperior; ſome ſubordinate, others ſupreme, as- 


Now 


— 


VIS 


c that ſhail not be thrown down. 


E 


Now the pope eralteth himſelf above them all, an 


that not only in fpiritual matters, by excemmunicati- 
ons; but alſo in civil matters, by depoſing kings, and 
diſpoſing of kingdoms ; by me king emperors to hold his 
ſtirrups, proftrate themſelves to kiſs his toe, and ther 
to tread upon their necks, as Alexander the Ill. did to 
Frederick Barbaroſſa Pope Innocent the II. in hit 


Decretalibus affirms, the Pope is forty- ſeven degrees a- 


bore the emperor, as the lun is forty-ſeven degrees 
bigger than the moon. Yea, he exattcth himſelf a- 
bove the only living and true God, by taking upon 


him to do more than God. Bellarmine, in his fourth 


book De ſummo F ontifice, ſays, If the Pope ſhould err 
fo far as to command vices, and forbid virtues, the 
church would be bound to believe vices to be good: 
and virtues to be-evil; unleſs ſhe will fin againſt con- 
ſcience. | | 


2div, Another character ef the great Antichrift is 


drawn from his uſurped authority: * He, az God, fit» 
< teth in the temple of God, ſhe wing himfelf that he 
ec js God.” 


In explaining this character we may enquire, 1ſt, What 
Is meant by the temple of God? To which we antwerz 
Thereby is not meant the jerufalein-temple ; for that 
temple hath lien waſte for more than 17.0 years, and 
never raiſed up again. Mattb xxiv: x, 2. © jeſus ſaid 


„% unto his diſcipies, See ye not all theſe things?“ (i e.) 


the buildings of the tempie, © verily 1 tay unto you, 
there ſhall not be left here one ſtone above another; 
But poſtiively, by 
the temple of God is meant, the church of God, as in 
x Cor. iii. 15 17 Know ye not that ye are the tem! 
& ple ef Ocd, and thit the Spirit of God dwelleth in 
«© you? If any man dcfile the temple of Goc, him 


& ſhali God deitroy; for the temple of God is holy, 
6 which temple ye are Eph ii. 21. In whom all,” 
&c. ueſtion, How can the church of Rome he cal- 
ted the temple of God? Is ſhe not the Antichriſtian ſy- 
agopue ?. Anſwer, tt, The icripture lometimes ſpe _ 
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things as they once were, though they do not con - 
sinue to be ſo: Thus Abigail is called the wife of Na- 
bil when he was dead, x Sam. xxx. 5, 2d, Sometimes 
the ſcriptures ſpeak ef. things as they are in che opini- 
on and repute of. men, though. they. be not-lo in reali- 
ty: Thus king Ahaz, 2 Chron. xxvii. 23. facriliced un- 
to the gods of Damaſcus, (i. e.) to cheſe gods which 
were gods in the opinion and repute of men; not fa.in 
reality. In like manner, the church of Rome was 
once the temple of God, the true caurch of God, tho” 
ſhe does not c intinue te be fo, The church of Ro ne 
was the temple of Gol ia Paul's diy, as in Rom. i, 8. 
« Your faith is ſpoken of throughout the whole world.“ 
But the fell away from the faith, and fo became the 
filie church. And in the repute and pretenſions of 
Papiſts, ſhe is the true church ſtill: they pom to be 
the holy Catholick, and oniy true church. We lh ul 
mut up this anſver by obſerving, thit the apeſile uſeth 
the name, te unple of God, rather than church, in al- 
luſion to the Jerufaiem temple ; becauſe, as that tem- 


> 


| 1 ple was of old dedicated te Gd, though afterwards 


it was, by the vickedaefs of the jews, mide a den of 
> thieves; yet the antient name of it was retained, on 
= account of the antient ule of it: So the church in which 


XZ Antichriſt kts is called the temple of God, becauſe of 


old it was dedicated to God, although afterwards it is, 
by the wickedneſꝭ of profelfors, become a den of {pi-. 
ritual thieves; yet the antient name of it is retained, 
on account of the antient ule of it. 


2a, Enquire what is implied in this phra ſe, 55 as 

7 God, ſitteth i the "temple of God, ſhewing himſelf 
XZ © that he is God ” Anſwer, His fitting in the tem- 
RY Fe of God, is his reignigg, ruling, and domineering 
in the middle of his church : The phraſe implies that 

E LAntichriſt 13 an uſurper of God's, authority; he claims 

divine hon eur; he acts as if he were © God if not in 

words, yet in deeds. | | 


Now all this charatter- agrees to the Pope. He _ 
7 God's authority, iſt, By claiming a power o 
8 | '1 3 


Rr 


ay / me," * 
re 


W ag Yr ws 3 
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Fupremacy over the conſcience, to wake law: to bind 
the conſcience. This is an audacious uſurpat ion of 


God's auti ority ; tor God only is Lord of the con» 
ſeience? it is Chiiſt's prerogati.e to be the lawgiver, 
and itatute-imaker ; and hence in Matth xxiti 8, 9, 0. 
Chriſt to his apatiles lays. ** Be not ve called Rabbi: 
« for ohe is your maſter, even Chriſt, and all ye re 
deb ethren. Ard call no n an fotier en erth: tor one 
c » your Father who is in heaven. Neither be ve called 
«© maſters: for.“ &. (9% 4) Seither be lords over the 


»confciences of others, not At otters be lords over 


yours: 


20, The Pope uſurps God's authority by claiming & 
power of intallil i ity to judge in all controcerfies of 
rc)igion, fo as not to err Se e rare 2.0% ee. I a 16 
1s alſo an aud cin uf pation of God's authority ; or 
God only W intallible: it's the Spiit's picrogatite = 
to er, Ihe 8 pirit ot G«d tpeakirg in the fc iptures, 


is the ſeripture judge, tle cnly int+llible judge, Jobs 


Xvi iz. When he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he 
© vill guide you into all 4: uth.*" 4 it ie ne 


7. for God to lie, Heb. vi. 18. 


3d, By arregatinp 82 pardopirg power, a pouer to 


pardon fins paſt, preſent, and th come; boaſting that 
e h th the keys both of hell and of heaven; that he. 
cen ſhut and open heaven, ] his alio is an audacious 


ufurpati, n of God's authority ; tor God only can par- 


den: it is his preropative alone to pardon fin, iſa. 


xliii 25. © J, eyen | am he that. blotteth out thy tranſ- 
% orefhions,” &c. Mark ii. 7. The Scribes were wr: ng. 
in lay ing, his men blaſphemeth; And right in fayn. Bo. 
Who car fe rTpive fi ſin but Ge'd only? Ard Chriſt proves 
bimſelt to be Cod, ard fo had power to forgive, by 
ſaying to the lick man, Arile ; and i=mediately he a- 


roſe, &c. 


ath, By 18 ing pie votaries to vive him the title 
of I 1d God. In a neiglborrinp burgh, a record was 


found lately, d ted ir 14co, in the reipn of our Lord | 


Oed the Pope. Tu es alter Deus in terra. 
In prov ement. 


rn) 
Improvement. 
We beſeech you, conſider how far ye are falley 2. 


way from the profeſſion of your faith, as in Heb x. 


23. © If any man draw back,” &c. 2dly, Reflect, we 
intreat you, how far ye exalt yourſelf above all that 
is called God: for Matth. xxiii. 12. whoſoever ſhall 
« exalt himſelf ſhall be abaſed” Therefore, as in 
r Peter v. 6. © Humble yourſelves under his mighty 
© hand,” &c. 3d, We exhort you, as in Pſalms xlvi. 10. 
& Be {till, and know that | am God: | will be exalt- 
* ed among the heathen, I will be exalted on the earth.“ 
It was the ruin of our firſt parents, and ours in them, 
that they would be as gods, Gen. iii. 5, 6. Beware 
of encroaching upon God's prerogative, which is a pre- 
ſumption that cannot paſs unpuniſhed ® 


SECTION III. 
Cf the Names of the great Antichriſt. 


A fourth charaQer of the great Antichrift is drawn 
from his names. His firſt name is, The mau of ſin. 


In explaining this name, we may enquire, What is im- 
plied in this phraſe? To which 1 anſwer, This phraſe 
means more than being a ſinful man In Eph. ii. 2. the 


apoſtle calls natural men children of diſobedience ; 


which phraſe means more than being diſobedient chil- 
&ren, for ſach may the Lord's own children be. And 
ſo the phraſe, the men of (in, ſigyiſies the man given up 


co ſin, to all fin, and to the all of fin; to the love, to 
the guilt, to the power, to the pollution of fin. 


The 


man of fin is the man who not only is the practiſer of 


| 3 fin in himſelf, but alſo is the patron of fin in others, 
and lo is the fink of fin. 


A notable writer, upon theſe words in Ezra vii. z. “ , e- 


nan overſwelling conceit of ourſelves, as if we were more than 


* little e mmon gods 
ET Picce in the world is this 1, 1; but God reſiueth the proud, wheres 
tore be clotked with humility. | | 
7A | B 


The higheſt, loftief, and n of trou' leſome 


Now 


14 F 


Nov the Pope i is the man of fin; for he is not evi 
addicted togta in himſelf, but he al io grants imdulg-nues 
to athers. te commit the Worſt of fins, even the de- 
flowering of the Virgin Mary, were it poſſible. Pla- 
tina, the Pope's library-keeper, confeſſeth that divers 
of the Popes were portenta hominm, meniters of men; 
and that there were eighteerr Popes ſucceſlively, that 
Were magicians, and in covenant with the devil. 


| The ſecond name of Antichriſt is, The * of pe rditi- 
on. This name belongs to the dangerdus coufequences 


of Poper 1 


In explaining this name we may enquire, What is im- 
plied in this phraſe? To which 1 an;wer, This phraſe 
means more than being liable to perdition, or deftricti- 
on; for the children of God wre by nature children 
of u rath even as others. "Eph. ii. 3. We were by 
& nature chñildren of wrath even as others. And ts 
the phraſe, 1% hon of perdition, ſignifies themnan who 
deſerves deſtruction in a peculiar manner, as being the 
iuſtrum ent of deſtroying others: The ſen of perdit ion is 
the man who at left goes to pere lition or deſtruction. 
Now the Pope is a ſon of perdition, who delerves de- 
ſtruction in a peculiar telpect, and who ges to perdi— 
tion, or deſtruction. Rev. xvii. 1. * The bait that 
« was, and is not, he is the eight king, and is of the 
« ſeyenth, and goeth into percition. 7” . Ber, $%. 20. 
& The beaſt was taken, and with him the falle pro- 
e phet; theſe both were calt alive into a lake ©: s 
“ burning with brimſtone.“ 
e DT of Actichrift is in theſe words, 1 
of po/cth himſelf, verie 4. 1 he original term is of a 
like” import to Antichriſt ; Be that oppoſeth himfelF to 
Chriſt, is Antichriſt. Chryſoſtome explains the original 
word, Antikcimencs, by Satan, an adverſary : the devil is 
| 3 adverſary, 1 Pet. v. 8.; and he that oppo'eth 
im'elt to Chriſt, imitates the devil, and is the devil's 


erlt born. N 
JC 5 at! 12 
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offices. This we hhewed: i in the firſt diſeourſe? and hers | 


wwe ſhall not re ſume it. 


The fourth name of the great Antichriſt is in theſe 
words, That 10:54:d, verſe 8. The original phraſe, 
Ho anomes, rendered, That wicked, ſignifies that lawleſs 
one, whom the Hebrews: called, a ſon of Belial ; ones 
who owns no yoke ner rule, who caſts away.the cords. 


of Chriſt, as in Plal. . 


Now the 7 is that wicked, that lavielt one, 
who tramples upon the Jaw of God; upon the firſt com- 
mand of God's law, in ſieting in the temple of God, 
hn ſhewing himſelf that he is God, as we proved laſt 

Sabbath, 2d, The Pope tramples upon the ſecond 
5 of- Gali! s law, in his worſhipping the true 
God by images, as we ſhall afterwards attempt to prove. 
On the third, in diſpenſing with ſolemn oaths and per- 
juries. On the fourth command, in his dedication of 

days to faints; one day to one ſaint, and another. day 
to another ſaint. And the Pope tramples on the fifth 
command of God's law, in diſpenſing with the degrees 
of marriage forbidden in the ſcripture. Witneſs his 
allowing King Henry VIII. to marry his brother's 
wife. Not a few of: the Popes were murderers; for 
inſtance, Pope Paul III. poiſoned his mother. Many 
of the Popes were adulterers, and ſome of them puilty 
of inceſt and Sodomy- The moſt ſacred things are 
bought and fold at Rome. The Popes ſpeak lies in 
hypocriſy; aud the love of money is the root of their, 


eee, 


Further, We may obſerve, in Rev. xiti. r. the Ro- 
man Ant ichriſt is ſet forth under the likeneſs of a beaſt 
ring up out of the. fea, having ſeven heads and tea. 
horns, and upon his horns ten crowus. In verſe 2d he, 
is likened to a leopard for his u btilty ; to a bear for 
His cruelty; to a lion for his boldnels and daringngſs 
a gainſt God, and for his wicked decrees ; and ſo this beaſt 
is deſcribed by alluſion to the Chaldean, Periian, and 
Greeian monarchies; to intimate, that all the abomi- 
nations of theſe three monarchies meet in h im, as ſiu k 

| B-2-. meet 


1 


T © 7. 


meet in the eommon ſewer ; the leſſer Aatichriſte « in 
the greater Antichriſt. * | 


Lxhortations. 


eſt, We call yon, as in 2 Cor. xiii. 5. Examine 
* yourſelves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your 
% own ſelves: know ye not your own ſelves, how that 
© Teſus Chriſt is in you, except ye be reprobates lt is 
an awful conſideration, that one of the twelve apoſtles 
was a ſon of perdition, as we read in john xvii. None 
are more likely to prove ſons of perdit ion, than thoſe. 
whoſe hearts are not right with God ; who love the. 
world inordinately. Beware of coveroulnels, we pray 


you, which is idolatry. 


. 2dly, Plead earneſtly with God, as in Pſalm xxvi. 5. 
| « Gather not my ſoul with ſinners,” with the man of 
fin, the ſon of perdition, who oppoſeth himſelf to thee. 
The ſinners here, are ſinners on whom fin is always 
coming more and more, and off whom fin never goes. 
The hill of ſinners is the horror of ſaints; and ſo ſay, 


Gather not my ſoul with linners. 


SEzcrilon IV. 


Of the Religion of Antichriſt, 


zthly, Axor urR character of the great Antichriſt its 
drawn from his principles, or his religion, ſtyled em- 


Phatically, The myſtery of iniquity (5. e.) myſtical is 
. or iniquity under tho cloke of ſanctity. 


— 


In explaining this chern she we may inquire, Why 
the principles, or religins of Antichriſt, is named, The 


myſiery of iniquity? And, 


' of, We ſay, It is a named 1 in oppoſition to, and in 
contradiſtintion 


oe i to Dr Worn, the marks of the great antichriſtian. 
ſpirit are laid dewa in . . fiera the 24. ts the iith yerſa, 


. 


an N 


cor tralliſtinchon from the prigciples or- reli gicn* of 
Chriſt, Which is the myſtcry of godlineſs, I Tim: iii 16. 
66-\y ithout controveriy, great is the myſtery. of god · 
lines: God was ma anifeſted in the fleſn.“ | 


zdly, Becauſe it is promoted, and carried on in a. 
crafty and cunning way: For, iſt, Under the cloke 
aud cover of truths, be promotes errors; and hence 
Peter in his 2 tpiltle ii. 1 2 3. ſpeaking of falſe teach- 
ers, ſays, © They ſhall bring in privily damnable here- 
po lies, even denying the Lord that bought them, & It 
is a piece of myttical villainy in falle teachers, ſt, ; 
Privily to bring in damnable hereſies, under the colour 
of ſaving truths. 2dly, Under the cloke and cover 
of piety, he promotes impiety, 1 inmorality; and hence 
Paul in. 2 Tim. iii. 1 2. 3 4 F. ſpeaking of the. laſt. 
dus, fays, © In the laſt days, perilous times "ſhalt. . 
„ come; Lo men ſhall be lovers of their own (elves, 
'* covetons, boaſſers, proud, bla ſphe mers, —baving a 
farm of god lines, but denying the power thereof. 
Without coutroveily, this is another piece of myſtical” 
viliainy in men tocover thete black abominatians, with 3 
the mantle of the form of. codliueſs.. | 
we this character of the Antichriſtion religion, is 
ihe N of the Popiſh religion: for the Pope, un- 
980 e mall and pretence of ſetting up the religion” 
5 0 it, bath, by his myitical art- and cunning, un- 
ermined the religion of Chriſt in the world; and. 
8 in Rev. xiii, . he is ſaid to have. two horns. . 
like a lamb, ard be ſpeaks. as a dragen; (i. e.) he | 
pretends t5 x Hriſt's vicegerent, Þis vicar,. who is. 
the lamb of God ; and really he is Satan's vicegerent, 
his vicar, .who is the dragon, Rev. xii 9. This dra- 
gm, Satan, tho' the angel of darkneſs, yet ſometimes. 
transforms bimſelf into an angel of light. Even ſo 
the Pope is, by his votaries, addreſſed with the appel - 
lation of, Hzs Holineſa, tho' the reverſe be the, "e — 
This religion is a myſtery of iniquity. 


Impro ement. 


Be exherted, beloved, 25 in i lohn iv. 1. 0 We; aa” 
e B ; OY bert 


i 1 


& eve every fpirit; but to try the ſpirits, whether 
te they really be of God.“ Beware of haſtily apprey- 
ing fair appearances ; examine tnem tothe bottom by 
the ſcriptures, Iſa. viii. 20. To the law, and to the 
. © teſtimony, if they ſpeak not according to this word, it 
« is becauſe there is no light in him.“ Receive no doc- 
trine from men upon truſt, but upon trial. It is a re- 
markable ſaying of Herbert, Sin not being able to ex- 
tirpate quite the churches here, one might be reſolved to 
become a churchman, and to wear a mitre; and how 
daring is iniquity, when it becomes a religion, as in 
the Papacy ? 


SECTION V. 


Of the Letting, and Time of the Revelation, of the great 
Antichriſt. 


Sthly, Axor ER character of the great Antichriſt, is 
drawn from taking that out of the way, which with- 74, 
held, and letted, or hindered the revelation of him, 
as in verſe 6 7. Ye know, what with-huldeth, that he 
< might be revealed in his time; he now letteth, will 
let, until be be taken out of the way“ In explaining 
this character, we my enquire, it, What is meant by 
that which with-boldeth, and he who letteth ? | 


72 F< Fig. 7 


Anſwer, By the firſt phraſe, ſome underſtand a thing; 
namely, the Roman Empire; and by the laſt they un- 
derſtand a perion, viz. the Roman Emperor. se- 
Tome, diſcourſing of the incompatibility of the gran- 
deur of the Roman Emperor, with the grandeur of 
the Roman Antichriſt, ſays, That the prandeur of the 
Emperor and of Antichriſt could not ftand together. 
He fhews in ſeveral inſtances, how the Roman Emper- 
er did keep the Biſhop of Rome from growing to. 
that height to which he grew upon the Emperor be- 


+ 


Ing taken out of the way. 


2dly, When 3 which with held, and he 
who letted, or hindered, taken out of the way of An- 
tichriſt being revealed? a 


Anſwer, 


131 
29 


Anſwer, rt, When the Roman Fnperor left the 
city of Ro.ne, (to bs his feat no more, ) and ized bis 
ſeat at Conſtantinople. The removal of the Enperor 
took place in the fourth century. Conftantine left 
Rome, and fixed his feat. at Conſtantinople, about the 
year 325, and thereby the Bifhop began to grow up into 
great power; for ſo far that, Which did let was taken 
out of the way. 


2dly, When the Roman Emperor loſt his imperial 
power, ſo as to ceale from governing the Roman Em- 
pire, as head of it. Fhis took place in the fifth centus 
ry. lhe Moors and Vandals broke the Roman Empire 
into pieces, about the year 455; and at length expir- 
ed in 475, under Momyltus, or Auguſtulus, as he was 
named in derilien. Odlac, king of the Heruli, coming 
to Rome, with an army af Barbarians, (tripped ho- 
myllus of the imperial robes, and put an ead to the 
very name of the Weltern Zapire, and cauſed him- 
ſelf to be preclaimed king of Italy; and out of the 
ten provinces, aroſe ten kingdons, and ten kings, 
which gave their power to the beaſt, the Roman Anti - 
chriſt. In Kev. xiii. 3. John ſays, I ſaw one of the 
* leads,” (7. e.) of the beaſt 's heads, ©f ns it were wounds. 
«ed todeath; and his deadly wound was healed.“ The 
heid which was as it werewounded to death, was the 
fixth head, the Roman Emperor, and this wound was 
healed, viz. in the Pope, which. is the ſeventk head 
of the beaſt. The riſe of the Roman Antichriſt, Was 
partly oecafioned by the removal of the Roman Em- 
peror, and fo that which did with- hold and let, was ta- 
ken out of the way. | : 


Tthly, Another character of the great Antichriſt is 
dran from the time of his revelation, verie 3. 6. 8, 
© That aan of lin be revealed. Now ye know what 

| « with-hoideth 


& celebrated author explains Rev. 4 19: 11. verſes, by 
ebſcrving, That Rome was reduced ts a dukedom; tributary to 
the exarch of Kavenaa by Longinus, whe was ſent, by the 
Ealtern Ewpcror,. exaich, in the year 566, according to ſome 

; _— ER | c count, 


L. % 1} 


ec. Nh holdcth thit he might be revealed. in hie ie; 
« then {hall that wicked be revealed.“ In explainirg 


this character, we may enquire, What is meant by Lis 
being revealed ? 


Anſwer, . Thereby is meant, bis being mapifeN dg 
and made known; and kencethe lat book of the ferip- 


tures, is called the /-o lution, (i. c.) the manitcitan 
tion; or in making known things hidden, and lecret, 


The myſtery of iniquity; the religion aof Antichriſt, 


was workiug in the Apolt]:s days, in the ambvition.ard. 


pride of i-trephes, as we read in 3 ſohn 9. 10. It 
was working in the Avoitles days in a latent manner 
but the great Antichrift did nog-exift in the Apoßtles 
day. and fo could not be maniteited in theſe days ac 
tually, wy | 4 
azdly, What is the time of the revelation of the. 
great Antichriſt ?. 7 | | 


Anſwer, In g-nereal it is after-the taking that ent, 
of. the way, which. letted his being revealed, The 
Beman Antichriſt did 1ifergraqually .; the ufurpa tions. 
of. the Roman Antichriitt were not all at once. In the- 
primative times, the Eiſnop of Rome was only the- 
miner of a congregation; then a Ranging moderator; 
of a preſbytery; then a dioceſtan Biſhop , then,a' Mes, 


© 


tropoiiten, which is equivalent 10 an Archliſhep; then 


EEE he, 


zecernts, or in the year. g68, necording to others; and the city. 
revoltcd from the Eaſtern "Emperor te the Pope. in the yer 
1727: which is et ſpuce, im compariſon ef the imperial power 
which preceded, and in compariſon ef the Papal power, which 


folilewsd But fil! poffibly you may heſitate, whether this is 


properly a new form of government, Rome being Nill ſutject 
to the imperial power, by berirgſvbject to the Eiftern Emperor's 
deputy, tte czech „f Ravenna: and zccording as yon deter- 


wine this point. the beaſt that was, and 7s not, was while ide- 


lstrous, and was z0t, while not idelatreus, vill appear to be che 


ſe venth, or cigth.-. If you reckon this a pew form of goveru- 
ment, the beaſt that now is, is the eighth ; if you do net reck=» 
on this a new form ef government, the beaſt is of the ſeven; : 


* ” . — 


government, and gocth into perditien, - 


but whether be be the {everth or cight, he is the laſt form. a5; - 


7 


* 


fil in the palace of Vatican, holding three —_ be his. right, 


1 * 1 


fie at 2 Patriarch. In the year 605, Pope Boniface 
procured the title of Univerſal Biſhop ; then the Roman 
Antichriſt was revealed, as head of a wicked hierarchy, 
eonliſting of Cardinals, Primates, Archbiſhaps, and 
diocekan Biſhops, Suffrigans, &c. About the year 
50, or 755, the Popes became Princes of Italy; Lords 
of the three principalities ; Lords of the Dukedom of 
Rome; the Exarchate of Ravenna, and the region of 
Pentapolis. Then the Roman Antichriſt was revealed 
in his worldly monarchy, with his triple crown * The 
Waldenſe, abeut the year 1160, diſcovered the Pope 
to be Antichriſt. After then Wickiiff, and his adhe- 
rents. After them ſohn Huſs and his followers. Af- 
ter them Luther and his followers. 


Improvement. 42 

We bad you, as in Luke xii. r. 2. © Beware of 
i the leaven of the Phariſees, which is hypocriſy. The 
diſciples of Jeſus, were the beit men in the world, 
yet nerded a caution againſt hypocri'y : and the rea- 
fon why, is mentioned in the 2d verſe, “for there is 
cc nothing covered, that ſhall not he revealed, neither. 
ec hid, that ſhall not be known '” Sooner or later: 
truth will be out ; the day is coming, when r 


will be 9 of their ſig- leaves. 


* 


SrcTion VI. 


Of the manner of th: coming of the prives 2 


Taz eighth character of the great Antichriſt is 
drawn from the manner of his coming, verſe 9 10. 
% Whoſe coming, is after the working of Satan with all 
„power, and ſigns, and lying wonders, and with all de- 
os ceiveablenels of unrig! OE ENT in then that pe- 


66 riſh, 


wy -Vrben the Vth, by others reckoned the Vith, was the firſt 
who uſed. the triple crown, commonly called the Tiara; which 
he did to ſhew, that the pretended vicar of Chriſt is poſſeTed/ 
of a threefold power, the pontification, imperial, and royal: for 
the (ame reaſon Peter was wont to be painted, as may be ſeem. 


4 * 
& Ih, dec.“ Where, i in general, ob ſerve how the grew 


Antichriſt comes. He comes after the working of Sa- 
tan; whoſe coming;-{i.-e.) whoſe riſe and progreſs. 
His coming, includes both his riſe and progreſs, iſt, 
After the working of Satan, (:.e.) it was according 
to the efficacy and energy of Satan's operation in his 
riſe ard progreſs, and alto in his reign; he acted, and 
ſtill acts, under the influence of Satan, as ee ee : 
ly ivg, did; Acts v. 3. Peter faid; © Aranias, Why hath 

* Satan filled. thine heart to lie to the Holy Gnett.* 
2d, After the. working of Sat en, (7. e.) it was ac- 
cording to the example of S+tan's operations. In his 
riſe and progreſ and alls in his reign, he reſembled 
Satan; his actings were like Satan's actings, whois a 
liar, aad the father of it: John viii. 44 Ye are of 
©. your father the devil, and the-luſts of your father 
© ye will do: He was a murderer from the beginnin g. 
& and abode not in the truth, becauſe there is no trucir 
« in him. When he fpeaketh a lie, he ſpeaketh of 
« his own; for he is a liar, aud the facher of 6 


This general propoſi ition,-is branched out into four ; 
particular propolitions. More e a 


It, The great Antichriſt comes with all power(i.e.Y | 
with all Satan's power; and hence in Rev. xii! 2. it is 
ſaid, the dragon; (. e.) the devil gave him, the 
beaſt, (ie.) Antichriſt, his power and great authority, 
He eomes with the inward and outward power ef Satan; 
and hence in Rev. xvii. 12 13 it is ſaid, © The ten 
„ horns are ten kings, theſe (hall give their power to 
ce thebealt.”” Satan not only works inwardly in Anti- 
chriſt, but alſo outwardly by thete gs 7 zwingt e 


ne to him. 


Further, The 8 Antichriſt comes with all pow- 
er, (i.e.) with the power of both words, eccleſi- 
aſtical and ſecular. Now the Pope comes. with the 
inward and outward.-power of Satan; tor ſome of the. 
ten kings, ſtill pive their power to him, as the kings 
of. France, Spain, Portugal, Naples, &c.; and the 


r . the pow of both ſwords. ng the 
; ona. 


* 


„ 2e 
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e, the ecclefiatical one, he cuts men off fram the 


caurch; and with the fecutar he cuts men off trou the 
earth, Boniface Vill. appeared openly iniuperial roles, 


with the {ward carried e him. 


- 2d, The great Ant ichriſt comes with ſigns. In 1 Cor. 
4. 22. the apoltle ſays, The ,Jews require a ſign.“ 
Crit cane with ligus; he opened the eyes of the 
blind; he cleanſed the lepers; he raiſed the dead: 
tile ligns with, which he came were true ſigus; but the 
haus with which Antichriſt- came are falie, aud heuce 
here laid to be lying wonders. And io, 


34d, The, great Antichriſt comes wich! „ing wonder 4 


Queſtion, Why are the ſigns with which Antichriſt 


came, called, Hing woud.rs ? | 1 


it, Becauſe they are managed for the confirmation 
oi lics, falſe dottrines, ſuch as that of purgatury, 
Prayers for the dead, &c. | | 

2d, Becauſe theſe wenders are things falſe-in fact; 


and the ſecond cauſes of them be irg hidden abd un- 
known, they are matter of admiration. Millions of 


lying wonders are in the Popiſh legends. Leo III in 


tlie year £00 (lay the Papiſts) coptirmed by his decree, 
"hat the blood which iſſued out of a woeodca crucitx 
at Mautua, was the very blolud of Chrilt. 


zd, Becauſe they were, and are intended for the de- 
ception of men, to make them believe - lies. Aud 
hence in the following verſe; Autichrifi is ſaid to come 
ich all deceiveablencts of ubrighteoulnels in them 
that periſh ; (i.) he comes with all deceits of falle 
neſs in them that periſt, or among them. And ſo, 


4th, The great Antichriſt omes with all de ce ivea- 


bleneſs of -unrighteoulncls, in or among ibem that pe- 


riſh. c : 4 - 
Hl Oveſtion, How doth it appear that the Roman An- 


thrift cane with all decz u cablencls of urrightcoufe 
1 1 | | We 


— 
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We anſwer, This appears from what was ſaid upon his 
principles, being named the myſtery of iniquity. Fur- 
ther, We add this demonſtration; he whole decrees 
run in ths name of the Lord, as to their form; and as 
to their matter are unrighteous. His coming is with 
ail Ceceiveablenets of unrighteouſnels, but the Popes 
decrees, as to their form, run in the name of the lord; 
and a+ to their matter are unrighteous; and hence the vid 
proverb, taken from the Popith ityle, © Ia nomive dommi 
incipil omne malum.”” © 5 the name of the Lord every e- 
vil hath its e And ſo the Papiſts, as by God's 
on command, dliky his ſervants, by naming them here- 
tics, and as by Chriſt's own commiſſion, kill hi»members; 
burn thoſe whom they cannot corrupt-—We might il- 
Iuftrate this character, by a paſlage in Rev. xiii. 13. 
It is there laid, ** The beaſt v bich had two horns like 
& alamb, doth greet wonders,” (i. e.) lying wonders; 
fo that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the 
earth, ang deceiveth men that dwell on the earth, by 
means of thefe miracles, (z. e.) taiſe miracles: He 
wakes fre come down from heaven, as men ſKilful in 
the ſcience o electricit e may do: or, improperly, the 
Pope make fre come from heaven in his anathemas 
For he curſes Freteſtants in the name of Ged; in his 
excommenicaticus, he excommunicates Proteſtants in 
the name of Gad. In his interdicts, he Jays under an in- 
terdict al] the people who do not pleaſe him in the 
name of the Lord. An interdict is a ſentence of the 
Pope, forbiddirg all ficred adiriniſtrations among a 
people, as facramerts, prayer, preaching, or pardons ; 
and they who ſtaid among that people durivg that 
ſpace, were declared to be damned And ſo this fen- 
tence was dreaded by the peeple as a ſtorm of fire and 
brimſtone from heaven, | 


This ection I ſhall feds by rehearfing a remark- 
able anecdote concerning a nobleman in Fife, about 
the time of the Reformation. This nobleman having 
r-nounced Popery, to v hich his lady was attached, and 
ſhe bavirg brought forth a child, difpatched two of 
her ſervants with an e ffe ing to the Vin gin Mary, then 
at Haddington. The nebleman being apprized of 2 
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'fet of with another ſereant, in order to bring them 
back; but not overtaking them, at the Weſt port or 
Edinburgh, he heard a proclamation, bearing, That 


to-morrow, at Leith, a miracle was to be wrought for 
the confutation of the new hereſy. Hearing this, he 
determined to be a ſpectator Oa the day appointed, 


a man was brought upon a ſtage, blind in appearance, 
and at the interceſſion of the Prieſts, his eyes were 


opened. The Nobleman made it bis buſineſt to get 4 
private converſation with him; which having obtained, 
he aſked him coneerniag*the'truth of the miracte- And 
after the Nobleman had given the man money, and en- 


gaged for his ſafety, the man frankly acknowledge 


that he was not blind; but being the herd of the geeſe 
at Gifford's Hall, by obſerving them when ſleepiug, 
he had acquired fich a habit. of ſtraining his eyes like 


the n. that he could, when he pleaſed, appear as if he 


were blind The Nobleman' halted home, -and found 


the Pope's Nuncio, Mr Rae, at his houſe, who up- 


braided the Nobleman for his obſtinacy, for cleaving 
tn the new hereſy, which, by à miracle, had been re- 
fited_veſterdiy : whereupon the Nobleman produced 
the ſubjet of the pretended miracle; at which the 
Nuncio was fo ſtruck, as inſtantly to forlake the Ro- 
miſh ſaperſtition ; and this Nuncio was the father r 
all the Races now in Scotland - ; 


: Improvement. | 
Be exhorted. as in Pla. xliii. 2, 4. to pray that the 
Lord would ſend out his light and his truth, that they 
may lead vou, and bring you to his hely hill, and te 


his tabernacles; and lay, Then will I go unto the 
«© altar of God, unto God my exceeding joy, &c.— 
As the God of truth never ſets the ſeal of a true mi- 


racle to a doctrine of error; fo he may permit evil 


ſpirits to work ſuch ſigns as men may think to be won-' 


ders, to try your faith and love to him, as in Deut. 
Xiii. 1. 2. 2. And fo ye ſtand in abſolute need of the 
livht of God's fpirit, with: the truth of his word, to 
influence you te cleave to the Lord your Gd. 


* 
* 


SzcT10 x Vit. 


Of. the Rain of the great Antichriſt. 


othly, Ancther character of the grez2t Antichiil jg 


veawn trom his ruia ; hom the Lord ſhall conſume, 
&c. verie Ch. . | 


This: Saree belongs. to the ſecond general head, 
viz.” The pernicious conſequence of Pope: y. 


© 2nd deitroy with the Res of his coming. 


* explaining the firſt, we may enquire, rh, Who is 


the Lerd here? 


"Wow fer, Jeſus Chrift; he is Lond of all. ok wy 


6. 3 peace by Joke Clilt, (be is Lord of. 
ce all)“ 


7 20, What is meant by 8 Marit of his mouth ? 


We anſwer, 1 ſt, The Holy Ghoſt — ul Bae, in Ps 


xxxiii- 6. he is named the breath or ſpirit of his mouth, 
% By the word of the Lard were the hervens made; 


* 
6, and all the hoſt of them by the breath of bis month. ** 8 


adly, By the ſpirit of his mouth is meant, the Holy 
Ghoſt as accompanying and going along with his word, 

both of law. commands and goſpel tidings ; and henes 
in Pſalms cx. 2. the goſpel is named the rod of bis 


ſtrength. The Lord ſhall ſend the rod of thy ſtrength: 


* out of Zion.“ 


2dly, What is implied i in the Lerd's conſuming bim? 
and in the Lord's conluming him with the ſpirit of his 


mouth ? 


As to the firſt part of the queſtion, we avſiver, the 


Greek term, Analoſai, here rendered conſume, pro- 
perly 


The rt = 
of Antichriſt is held forth by two prapoſit ion“: 2it By 
that propoſit ion, whom the . ard hall conſume with. 
„the fpiric of his month.” 2d. Ry that pre pout ion, 


Fig 


{ 
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#rly ſignifies, by little and little to make waſte, or 
ade away So Chriſt by little and little makes the 
authority of Antichrilt to watte or tade away. - As us 
rile was gradual, fo his fall is gradual, like jezebel, 
who was caſt into a bed of larguilſhing, Rev. ii. 20. or 
like a perſon in decay ase n 1h 


As to che laſt part of the queſtion, viz. What is im- 
pli-d in the words, conjruming him with the ſpirit of his * 
month, | Day i 


We 2niwer, The phraſe implies, that the waſhing a+ 
way of Antichriſt's authority in Chriſtendom, is, by the 
A _cacy of the Holy Ghoſt going along with the preach- 
ing et tre law commands, and golpel tidings. We 
may iiluſtr.te this from Rev. xiv. 6, 7. I ſaw another 
angel flying, havirg the everlaiting goſpel to preach ; 
(e.) the glad-tidivgs of a Saviour to publiſh, ſaying, - 
zit, Fear God; (2. 4. Fear not the Pope, but ſtand in 
awe of God. 2d, Give glory to God, (i. e.) the glo- 
ry of his grace: (9.d.) Fake not the glory to your- 
telves, by truſting in the merits of good works, as Pa- 
Pills do, but afcribe the praite of talvation to the free 
tavour of God, by reſtiug on Chriſt's 1ighteouſneſs A- 
Poe for ſatvat ion. 30, Wormip Oed: ( 4) wor- 
ſhip not the creature, as Papiſts do, but adore the 
Creator. What is the effect of this preaching ? Verle 
8. here foliowed another angel, faying, Babylon 
« is fallen;“ Babylon, (i. e) Rome, as headed by 
Antichrit, is fallen. (i. e.) it was begun to fall. The 
authority of the Roman Autichriſt hath been in ſome 
corners of the earth, on the decline ever ſince Luther 
aid Calvin and others were ſet on work by Cod, to 
unmaſk bim. Beams of icripture light brake out from 
Luther's mouth and pen, influencing men to proteſt a- 
gaigſt the authority of the Roman Antichriſt, and with- 
draw from communion with him. In the year 1529, 
a diet of the empiie being at Spires, « decree was me 
for tbe celebration of maſs, and againſt the refo ma- 
tion: the EleQtor of Saxony, with five other princes, 
pruteſted publicly againſt this decree ;- and from this 
proteſtation we have the name of 4 rotcſlants. ; 


Antichriſt's ruin is held forth, 2dly,- by that propo- 
go . brio, 


|. E. 
Sten, © whom the Lord ſhall deſtroy with the bright >. 
nels of his coming.” | 


In explaining this prapoſition, we may enquire. What 
3s meant by the Lord's coming here, and by the bright - 
meſs of it ? ; „ 8 


it, There was his coming. in the fleſh to purchaſe 
redemption; ot which we read Zech. ix & ** Behold 
the k ing cometh meck, and having falvation.” 2d, 
J here's his coming in goſpel-erdinances, to apply re- 
demption ; of which we read in Rev. iii. 20. © Behoid, 
« | ſtand at the door and knock; and if any mai,” 
&c. 2dly, There is his coming in the diſpenſations of 
providevce, by julgments, to inflit puniſhments on his 
enemies, Iaiah xxvi. 21. Behold, the Lord com- 
eth out of his place to puniſh the inhabitaots of the 
« earth for their iniquity.” athly, There is his com- 
ing in and with the clouds to judge the world. Rev. 
3. 7. ©* Behold, he cometh, and every eye ſhall ſee 
£ him.” Alt is the third coming that is here intended; 
and the brightneſs of bis coming is the efficacy of it 
In the execution of the judgments threatened. - | 


2dly, What is implied in the Lord's deſtroying bim 
vith the brightneſs of his coming? In anſwer, obſerve, 
2, The Lord's eonfuming him, precedes the Lord's de- 
ſtroying him. 2d, The Lord's conſuming Antichrift, 
re ſpects him in his eccleſizſtic ſtate, and ſpiritual ca- 
pacity, and that conſuming is by the ſpirit of his mouth; 
ut the Lord's deſtroyirg Antichrift, re ſpects him in bis 
ſecular ftate, and worldly capacity; and that deftrue- 
tion is by the brightneſs of the Lord's coming, by ex- 
ecuting the judgments threatened on him. This de- 
ſtructton was commenced in pouring out the firft vial: 
this deſtruction it carried on in povrirg out the ſecond, 
third, fourth, and fifth: and this deſtructton vill be 
compleated by pouring out the ſixth vial, as in Rev. xvi. 


The firſt vial was poured out on the beaſt's earth; 
the earth of Antichriſt's ſupremacy ; and this being di- 
Soveted to be ulurped, there fell a noiſome and 
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e grievous fore upon the men who had the mark of the 
*beait, and upon them who warlhipped bis image. 


The ſecond vial was poured ovt on the beaft's ſea, 
(L. e.) the tea of Antichrit's ordinances of worſhip/;;and 
this beidg difcovered to be corrupted, it became as the 
blood of a dead man, and every living thing died in 
the fea, (7 e.) either died to the Papacy, and ſo leaving 


it, or hardened in it- 


The third viat was ponred on the beaſt's rivers and 


fountains of waters,” (1. e.) the rivers and Fountains of 


Antichrift's ſeminsries, the ſchools of erroneous ſchool- 
men; and they became blood, (ie.) the Lord gave 
them blood to drink. Verſe 6 They have ſhed the 
bod of faints and prephets, and thou haſt given 
« them blood to drink; for they are worth -| 
Bn « #3 4 A434 

The fourth vial -is poured out on the beaſt's ſun, 

(ge.) either the fun of Antichriſt's catholic king, or 


the fin of Antichriit's traditions, which are to him 4s 


2 fin; and his eraditions being diſcovered to be lies, 

enrages him, as if ſcorched with fire. * k 
The fifch vial is to be poured on the beaſl's- ſear, 
C 3 5 (7. e.) 


| „ | 1 6204 | 158 
Four ef the ſeved vials are peured out by the witneſſes, dur> 
Ing the time of their propheſying, and before their Jali killi 


ö : — q 5 
a pears from Rev. xi. 6. 7 ** The witneſles have power to l. 
„the earth with all plagues:” this is the ſame with the firſt vial. 


44 They, base power over the waters to turn them into blood:”? 
this ircludes the ſecond and third vials. Further, “if any man 
„ill hatt them, fire proceedeth ont of tkeir mevth, and. de- 
«© yorreth their enemies; ard if any man | will hurt them, he 
<< muſt in that mauner be killed +”? this is the ſame with powrin 

out the Forth vial , If any man fin wilfully and malicion! 
. «< after he bath received the knowledge of the truth, ahd fo fin 


E 
y . 
« acainft the Holy Gt oft, there ren air eth re more facrifice for 


& ſin, but a certain fearful Jocking forof judgment, to de vour 
& the zdverſary, Heb. x. 26, 27 Thisis a tpiritua} judgment 


od ſouls; they are killed by the word out of the mouth of the 
- witneſſes, wha. fpit. fire inte their corſeierces, ad begin hell- 


fire before hand God ſeals vp, by ſome flaſhes of bis wrath, 


theſe eh eternal damnation who do ſin chat fin, Goomwnees 


* 
(i e.) Antichriſt's place of abode, viz. Rome: and his 


kingdom was full of darkneſs, (ic) of milery. The 
37th and 18th chapters are explications of this vials 


The ſixth is to be poured en the great river Eoph- 
rates, and the waters, &c ; that is, the dominion of 
the Turks ſhall be demoliſhed, that the way of the 
[Kings of the-eaſt (i. e.) the Jews, may poſſeſs their own 
land. Another effect of this vial is in chapter xvi. 
verſes 12, 14 © | law three unclean ſpirits like frogs 
„ come out of the mouth of the. dragon, and out of 
ac the month of the beaſt, and out of the mouth of the 
% falſe prophet. For they are the ſpirits of devils,, 
Working miracles, which ga forth unto the kings of 
« the earth, and of the whole world, to gather them 
© to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.” 
The ti9th chapter is explicatory of this vial, from the 
zrth to the cloſe, I ſaw heaven opened, and behold, 
<a white horſe,” &c. Verſe 20. The beaſt was 
© taken, and with him the falſe prophet, and both 
* theſe were caſt alive into a lake of fire which burn- 
.<.eth. wit brimſtone. The fifth vial putteth the Pepe 
from Rome; ard the fixth putteth the Pope into hell; 
and fo he is finally deſtroyed, everlaſtingly — 


there ſhall be no more Popes. 


The ſeventh vial is toe poured into the air: this. 
vial puts an end to all Chriſt's enemies, whether they .. 
are Pagans, Mahometans, Jews, en or ee i 
ing Proteſtants. 


Improvement: 
Be exhorted, we beſeech you, as in Rev. viii. 20. 
4% Rejoice over ber, thou heaven, and ye holy ophers 
4% and apoſſ les, for God hath.avenged you on 3 
had a longing deſire, ſaid s godly man, to ſee or 2 
of the fall of Antichriſt : but I check my ſelf; I ſhall 
o to heaven, and thereto the news of it ſhall arrive 
ickly : for both the angels and ſaints "will rejoice at 
it Theſe propoſitions are for the conſolation of the _ 
church. The man of fin ſhall be conſumed with the 
pirit of his mouth, and be deſtroyed with. the bright- 5 


' neſs of hi ) coming. 


* 
StEcrion VIII. 
Of the ruin of the ſubjecti of the great Antichriſt. 


tothly, Another and the laſt character of the great 
Antichriſt is drawn from the ruin of his ſubjects, laid 
tu be them that periſh, becauſe they received not 
the love of the truth, that they might be ſaved s 
© and for this eauſe God thall fend them ſtrong deluſi- 
& ons, that they mould believe a lie; that they all 
might be damned, who believe not the trath, bat 
„had pleaſure in anrigbteouſneſs, veries 10, 11, 12, 
This character belongs partly to the firſt, and partly to 
the ſecond general head, namely, the dangerous con- 
ſequences of Popery... | 

More particularly, in, verſe 10th, ebſerve, iſt, The 
puniſhment of Antichriſt's fuhjects, expreſſed by the 
term periſh. 2d, The. procuring cauſe of their 
periſhing, “ becauſe they received not the love of te 
„truth, that-they might be ſaved.” © 


iſt, The puniſtiment. of Antichriſt's ſobjects, in the 
term periſh, them. that periſh; (i. e.) they are in or a- 
mong the number of them that periſh Qucſtion, What 
is it to periſh? We anſwer, Periſhing here is oppoſed 
to a being ſaved, as in 2 Con ii. 15. We are unto 

& God a ſweet fivour of Chriſt, in them that are fav- 
* ed, and in them that periſh.” iſt, To periſh, ſig- 
niſies to die miſerably, as in Job iv. 7:: there Kliphaz 
fays to Job, .*< Who ever periſhed being innocent???” To 
die miſerably, is to die under the wrath and curſe of 
God ; it is to die under the puilt of fin, under the ſting 


ol a polluted conſciencs ; tis to die under the dominion 


of fin, under the dominion of darkneſs in the under- 
ſtanding, under the dominion of rebellion in the will; 
under the dominion of carnality in the affections: tis 
to be driven away from time into eternity in wicked- 
neſs. 2d, To periſh, ſignifies to die eternally, This 
we gather from the antitheſis ſtated beta ixt periſhing 
and eternal life in olim iii. 14, 15. As Moſes liftsd 
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« up the forpent in the wilderneſs, ſo muſt the Son of. 


„ man be lifted up, thet Wholoever believeth in him 


66 might niit periſh, Dot have everlaſtigg life.“ Pe iſh 
ing is oppofed to eteriiil life, and ſo it implies eternal 
wrath; and to die etcraally, is te burn id everlaſting 
fire. Matth. xxv- 47. * Depart: from me, ye curſed, 
« into everlafting fre, not into the fire of a day, of 
a werk, ot a wonth, of 2 year, of a million of years, 
but in to everlaſtin g ire; fire that ſhall never be quench» 
ed; fire ait ſhall Curt as long Z as God breathes. 


2d, The procuring cauſe of their periſhing, expreſſed 
in that propoliticn, ** Becauic they received pot the 
% lave- of the truth, that they might be faved:* 
(2 4.) the ſub'jects of Antichriſt verith juitly, They 
peri by their oga tavity an d tor their own Inq at y, 
in not receiving the tiuti, in the love of it, into the 
heait, that they migl.t be Ring and glorißed. 


Tr explaining this * corn we may enquire, Tt, 
Wat is the truth lei! | 


Anſwer, Negati 25 The trut th here is not natural 
truth: this is knowavte by the lignt of nature; and 
this the Heathen bed, and were dstained in unzighte- 
oulncis, Rom. i. 18. f | 


Poſitively, The troth here is ſupernatural rhe; ” 
this is know able only by the light of revelation ; top 
the truth here is the geoſpel et man's falvatjon, as in 
Eph. i 13. In whom ye alto truſted, after that 9e 
« beard the word of tiuth, the golpel of your leRa- | 
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2d, The truth here is the truth av it u fr Jeſas, Ep b. 5 
iv. 20, 21. Ye have not ſo learned Chriſt; if fo 2 * 
<< that ye have heard bim, and have been taught by 
WE bim, as the truth is in Jeſus.” The truth then ap- 


ears in its harmony when it is ſeen as in Jelus. Take 
Theitt but from between the threatniags .of the law, 
and the promiſes of the goſpel, what a jumble! Vow 


 Ureconciteable woutd they be! The zpoftle hys tothe 
Connthians, 


* 


En 


Corinthians, 1 Cör. ii. 2. I determined not to know 
% any thing among you, fave jeſus Chriit and hin cru- 
© cified;” intimating. that the truth concerning Chriſt 
cruciſied, hath an intimate conjunction with every o- 
ther part of the will of God; being, as it were, the 
centre of the plain of Acripture truth ; and hence, in 
Gal- ri. 14 the apoſtle ſays, © God. forbid 1 ſhould 
glory in any thing, ſave in the crols of our Lord e- 
% {us Chrit.”” That heing the nave in which all the 
ſpokes of ſeripture truth do meet and are united. , 


2d, What is it for men to receive the love. of the 
truth that they. may be ſaved? 


Anſwer, ft, It is to receive the mtb the goſpel, 
not as the truth of men, but as the truth of God. 
1 CThelſ. 2 13. © We thank God, becaule when ye 
<< received the word of God, ye received it not as the 
Word of men, but (as it is in truth) the word of 
God, which eſfectually wo: keth alſo, in you that be- 


„ [jeve.'” By the Spirit of Gad, men receive the 


word of God as ſuch; and by the Spirit_it works tar 
their lee who believe itt. 5 


1d, It is to receive it (> as to love it, as Jeremiah 
did, ap. xv. 16. Thy words were found of me, 
aud I did cat them, and thy word was to me the 
joy and rejoicing: of my heart. Goſpel Words 
were found by him, and they were the joy ot his heart. 
71 he phraſe, the. love of the truth, may be put for 
lovely truth; the golpel. is lovely truth, inaſmuch 
as it is the mean of alvation, Acts xi. 14 : there the 
augel ſays to Cornelius, Scud men to Joppa, and 
+ call for Peter, who ſhall. tell the word. en 
* «thou. ſhalt be ſaved.“ 


wm What is it U me n. not to receive the lave of 
the truth? &c. tit, It is not to receive the truth as 
the truth of God. 2d, It is not to receive the truth 
of God, ſo as to love it, «© They wanted lose to the 
truth, ' Roar vu. 7. 1 9 
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New this deſcription of ther ſubjects of Antichriſt i- 


applicable to the lubjets of the Roman Antichriſt, (the 


Papiſts) for they receive not the love of the truth, 
that they may be ſaved. Ihey receive not the cruch | 
of God upon the authority and teſtimony only of God, 
but what of the truth they receive, they receive it up- 
on the aut herity and” teftimony of the church, , ( (e.) 
the Pope and his general councils. The Papiſts believe 
as the church. the Pope, and his general coupcils be- 
liebe. For inftance, it, That tiuth of God, eoncern- 
ing the Son being the ſame in {ui{tance with the Fa- 
her: the Papifts receive upon the teſtimony of the nrſt 
general council at Nice, in the days of Conſtantine the 
Great. This council condemned the error, of Arien, 
-who denied the equality of the yen with the Father. 
24, That truth of God, concerning the perſonality of - 
the Holy Gheit, the Papiſts recene upon the authority 
of the ſecond general council at Conftantinople, in the 
de ys of Theodofius I. This councii-condemne,} the 


error of Macedonius, who denied the perſonality of 


the Holy Ghoſt. 2d, That truth of God, concernirg 
the Son of God: being one per ſon, the Papitis eecive 
upon the authority of the third ge neral coukcil at E- 
pheſus, in the days of Tbecdoſim II. This coun- 
cil condemned the error of Meſiorius, who denied the 
unity of Chriſt's perſon ; and affirmed, that in Chriſt 
were two perſons. gth, That truth of God, concern- 


ing the Son of God havir g two natures, the Papiits re- 


ceive upon the authority of the general council at Chal- 


cedon in the days of Marcianus. This council con- 


deinned the error of Eutychus who denied the dua- 


lity of Chriſt's nature; and affirmed, that in Chriſt 
there is but one nature; even as there js but one perſon, 


Thus the faith of Fapiſts, about the truths of Ged, is 
grounded not on a Thus {aith the Lord, but on a I hus 


_ faith the Pope and his councils : they receive not the 
love of the truth that my may be laved- | 


1 


In verſe rith, a 


rf, The puniſhment | of Antichriſt's ſubjc&s. in this 
Iſt/ 


world. 2d, The procuring caule thereot. 
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47. The puniſh nent of Antichrit's ſabjets in this 


Aavortd; © Gol hill dend them ſtrong deluſion, that - 


they 'hould betieve a lie.“ 


-W hat! is meant by ſtrong delunons! ? 


— 


in explatiig this propoſition, we way bogus: wy 


Anſver, Operative or 8 errors; ſuch errors 


as one he gets anather ; ſuch errors as are lubverſtive of 


the moſt important truths; of foundation truths, There: 


are errors or mi! takes | in the lefſer matters of religion; 
of thele we rexd ia i Cor” it, tr, 12. 15. There theſe 
errors in the leſſer matters are called wood, bay, and 
ſtabble: theſe, it is ſnd, Mall be burnt, and the au- 
thors of them faved, yet fo xs by fire. Bat the errors 


here are dainnable-errors, as is evident from the 11th 


verſe. 5 N 5 


* 


— 


4d What is weant bye lie here? 1 > 


Auſwer, Feioned and Babe daarihe; and bones? zn 
Bev. ii 2 Fable apoſtles are ſaid to he liars, on account 
of their falſe dodrine. Men's believing a lie is the 
effect of their being under ſtrong deluſion ; for thereby 


they are ingnenced to embrace that doctrine far true, 


which' is falle doQrine and ſo they believe a lie. 
. 24, How does Gad fend fodiabriſt $ a trong, 


&eluf ons to believe a lie? 


- Abfwer, Net effectively God is not the author of 


Fin. of error: Jamesi 13. „ Let no man ſay, when 


« he is tempted, lam tempted of G: for God cans 


e not be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any 
mig.“ Deus non ve autor, w . ultor, ſays Ful- 
gentiur N 55 | . ü ö 


11 


Poſitively. God fercds Abticbri9s ſubjefts — gk 


loſion, to belie«e a lie permiſſiekly, (e) God permits 


Satin, by Antichr ft, to deceive · them: as God permit - 


ted Sara by Achab' 8 prophets, to- deceive him, a» we 


read in 1 Kings xu 20. 2, 22. The Lord ſaid. Who 
46 hall 
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46 ſhall perſuade Ahab, thix he way go up and fall 
at Ramoth-Gilead? — There came forth a ſpirit, 
« (i. e. an evil ſęirit) and ſtood before the Lord, and 
c. ſa id, I will perſuade him. And the Lord ſaid to him, 
«&* YWherewith? And he ſaid, I will be a lying ſpirit in 
„„ the mouth of all his prophets. And he, vz the Lord, 
& (aid, Go forth, and do ſo:“ (7. e) permit thee to 
ds fo; L will abt hinder thee from tempting them, nor 
give them grace” to reſiſt ieee ee and Ahab, 


* ung deceived, ſhall believe a lie. 


God's ſending” Antichrit's ſobjects ſtrong deluſions to 
believe à lie, is a judicial action of God, whereby he 
prniſhes ene fn with another fin, as he did the Hea- 
ti ers, Rom. i. 22, 4. They changed the glory of the 
*. incorreptible God —whorefore God gave them up te 
« uncleanneſ:,”” &c. | 


2dly, Obſerve the procuring cauſe. at the puniſhment 
of Antichrilt's ſubje#s in this world, in theſe words: 
“ Fer this cauſe,” (i e-) becauſe they received uot 
the love of the truth. * n 18 a in 
th: few ot de? : 


« Ariſwer, Theſe words ſuppoſe that the goſpel had 
been preached unte Antichriſt's ſubjects, or who were 
to become Antichtiſt's ſubjects. The miniſters of Jeſus 
were, and axe, authoriſed to prea ch the goſpel to every 
creature, Mark xvi. 16-: andiby the minifters of !efus, 
offers of a Saviour, and ſalvation in him, have been, 
or may be made to men*of all natibm. dl, Theſe 
words imply, that the goſpel had been de ſpiſed by thoſe 
that were to become Avntichriſt's lubiects In Plilms 
hexxi. 1, 12 the lord ſays, © My people would not 
«'hearken.to my voice; and Iſrael would none of me. 
« So I pave them up fo their own hearts luſts,“ &e, 
When perſors repeatedly, and reſo]utely prefer their 
loſts to the Lord ſeſus, and ſerving them. to a being 
faved from them, God, in a judicial way, gives them 
up to the luſts of their own hearts. Being jeined to 
idols, God lete them lone, and ſo puniſhes fia with lin, 


which! is the ſevereſt of all puniſhmetits- > | 
Now 
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7 no fleſh be juſtified,” Gal ji. 16. 


EE 
Now the applicability of this part of the deſcrip- 


tion to the ſubjects of the Roman Antichriſt, we fin 


from the event: becauſe they received not the love of 
the truth, God hath ſent them ſtrong deluſion, to believe a 
lie. We ſhall inſtance in ſome doctrines of Papiſts: iſt, 
What is their doctrine about tranſubitantiati en but z 

lie? The Papiſts ſay, The Prieſt, by uttering the words 

of inſtitution, turns the bread into the body, and the 
wine into the blood of Chriſt; but the ſcripture ſays , 
the heavens mult receice him until the time of the rei- 
titution of all things. The tranſubſtanti ition which the ſe, 
men would bave us believe, is not an annihilation G : 
the bread, and a ſubltitution of the body in the ;ttead 
thereof, but a real converfion of the one into the G 
ther: ſuch as they themſelves would have eſteemed to, 
be a bringing forth of Chriſt, and a kind of generatians, 
of him Coxneliys a Lapide, the ſeſuit, in his Lectures, 
avs, By the words of conſecration, as the bread ig,, 
tranſubſtantiated, ſo Chriſt is produced, and, as it were, 
generated upon the altar, in ſuch a powerful manner, 
that if Chriſt as yet bad bot been, incarnate, by, theſe x 
words (hoc eft corpus mermY he ſhould ke incarnated,,, 
and aſſume our human body; and d th not this new 

divinity ſhrewdly threaten the autient founda ion of the 


Catholic belief of the incarnation... Archbiſhop, Ahern 


2d, What js their doctrine about juſtifiexttor but᷑ 
lie? The Papiſts ſay, The form of juitification lies in 
God's infuſing charity or grace into mens and that 
their firſt juſtification is by inherent rigbtecuſnefs; and 
that their ſecond Juſtification is by good works. But! 
the ſcripture laitb, By the works of the law Kal 
ts 64696 
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zd. What is their doctrine about fin but a lie ? The 


Papiſts ſay, Some fins dre mortal, and other, fins are 


venial. ihe mortal render men obnoxious to eterhal, 
and the venial to temporal puniſhments; but the ſcripo 
ture ſuys, “ the wages ot (in is death. Rom. i. 
22. Every fi» deterves God's wrath and cui ſe both in, 
this life and in the which is to come. This error f 
Papilts begets another. Chriſt, ſay they, by his ſuf- 
ferings, latisſicd God's juitice for the mertal fins. of 
. e ; _ believers; 
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. head and brealt have nothing of religion, 


[7385] 


believers ; "and that Kelivvers the nſelves mitt raviely: 


for their veaiii fins, by penance betore death, and by 
the pains of pargatory after deatn: But the ſcpturs 


ſays, in 1 Pet. ii. 24. Ile his o vn ſelf did bear our 
«fins in his own body on the tree.“ 


4th, What is their docteine about the works of lu- 
peroropation but à lie? The Papiſts ſay, Some {aints 
work more than God's law requires, and the overpius 
of their merit is put into the chnrch's tre fare, of which 
the Pope keeps the key, and at his pleaſure ditpenſes 


it, in granting indul ences, Ke. But, Matth. xxv . 
8. 0. “ The fooliſh having ſaid unto the wiſe, (ee us 


0 your oil, for our lamps are gane out: the wiſe 


* apſwered, faying, Not ſo; leſt there be not enough) 


«for us and you; hut go ye rather to them that (ell, 
c 26d buy for yourſelves.” Luke x»K 1. When 


«ye thall have done all thoſe things commanded you, 
«« fry, We are urprofit: ble ſervants Their conjur- 


ing Miri by the ſign of the croſs; 80, . their fore- 


necromancy in them. 


In verſe r2th, obſerve, it, The W of An- 
Qichriſt's ſubjects in the world to come, repeated. 24, 


TEN prepwing: cauſe of their puniſhment, ailo repeated. 


wh, The puniſhment of Antichrit's. ſubjeds in the 


world to come, repeated, « that they all might be 
damned. . Queftion, What is it to be damned? 


Anſwer, Beſides what was ſaid when explaining, from 
verſe 10th, the term periſhing, we add, to be damned, 


is to be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction, as in the 
firſt chapter of this Epiitle, 7. 8. 5. ** The Lord Jeſus 
«ſhall be revealed from heaven in flaming fire, taking 


*c..yengeance on them that know not God, and obey 
& not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus: who ſhall be pu- 
„ niſhed with everlaſtmg deſtruction, from the preſence 
« of the Lord, and from the plery of bis power.” 
The wicked in hell ſhalt! be puniſhed with deſtruction, 
not as to their being; this deſtruction is not an anni- 


hilation: but as to their well-being, this deſtruction 


& j » ©» - Sa is 


ut much of - 


L 397] 


is a- depriving - abou of good without hopes of re- 


trieviug t. And it alſo includes the puniſhment of 
fenle, Luke xvi 24 The rich man in hell ſays, 4 I 


„ am torinented in this flame.“ And this deſtruction 


is not temporal, but an eternal deſtruction, and that 
beth in ſoul and-bedy ; and--hence ſeſus ſaid to hie 
diſcip'es, Matth x. 28 Fear not them who kill 


„ the body, but are not able to kill the fool ; but va- 


ether fear him that is able to Ken both "foul nn 
« body in hell.“ 


24, The - procuring, cauſe. of that al, alſo 
repeated in theſe words ; © who believed not the truth, 
but had pleaſure in unrighteouſnels; (I, e.) becauſe 
they believed not the truth, but had plealure in un- 


righteouſneſs. Where, more particularly, oblerve, 1h, 


W nat was not their exercile 2 They believed not the 


truth. In- verſe roth, it is ſaid, * They received not 


„the love of the truth, that they might be layeds | 


aud here they Bs believed not. the truth,” — : 


In explainivg this negative der we may en- 
quire, iſt, What is meant by the truth here? Antwer, 
By the truth here is meant, the goſpel, of which for · 


merly. 


2dly, What is it to believe the ate ? Avlwer,-It 


| bs to be perſuaded of the promiſes, Rom, iv. 20. 81. 
© Abraham was ſtrong. in faith—being fully perſuaded 
that what he had promiſed he was able allo to per- 


« form.“ Heb. xi. 13. J heſe all died, not ha vin 
„received the promiles, but having ſeen them afar oft; 


08 'and-were per ſuaded of them, and embraced them.” 


zaly, What is it not to believe the truth! 7 Anſwer, 


1 ie pot: to. -be perſoaded of golpel promiles; and 
not to be perſuaded of God's promiſes; to aſperſe God 
with the vileſt flanders, 1 john v. 10. He that 
„ behlieveth not God, hath made bim a liar ; becauſe 
„ he believed not the record God gave of bis ſon.' 


It is certain be that believeth not hath given Ged-the 
lie, as it is certain that God cannot lie. Unbelief 


| uu upon God the character of the devil, who is a liar, 


32 | 2d. 
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2d, What was their exerciſe ?' They bad pleaſiire 
Lp in ynrghteovinels.” 


— 
I_ 


1% explyining this poſitive propllelen, we may en- 

wire, What is meant by unrightcouſneſs ft Anſwer, 

Fherty may be meant, both un: ighteous. doctrines, 
lde aircon decds; falle doctrines and wicked ac- 
tions, 1 ſohn v. 71 All unrigh teouſne is is fin,” whe- 
ther it be error in the mind, or i nmorality m the 
Practice; An erroneous mind, and a vicieus practice. g 
Together. . 2dly, What is implied in this phrale, they 
 bave pleaſure in unrig hte nen 2 


Anſwer, The, pk ra ſe implies, their having contentment, 
and great complacency and delight in falſe doctrinés, 
and wicked actions. John iii. 19.“ This is the copdem- 
„ nation, that light is come into the world; and men 
loved darknels rather than light, becauſe their deeds 

« are evil.” Men's having pleaſure in unrighteouf- 
nels, ſiys, that with the whole ſoul they induiged 
themſelves therein. | | 


; Now the applicability of this part of the 1 
to the lubjects of the Roman Antichriſt, appears both 
from the prophecy, and from the event, Rev. ix. 13. 
„The fixth angel ſounded; and I heard a voice from 
( the four corrers of the altar, ay ing to the ſixth an- 
gel, Looſe the four ar gels which are bound & the 
« great river Euphrates.” Verſe 6th, © The number cf. 
'« the army of the horſemen were two hundred thonland 
„ thouſand; and I heard the number of them.” By 
the four angels, and this army, interpreters underſtand 
the Turks and Saracens, ho, inthe year 10co, unit- 
ed in the Ottoman family, Verſe 19th, By theſe 
< were the third part of men killed ;* (i. e) in What 
Was called The Holy War, they killed a third part of 
the adherents to the Pope: and what came of the reſt? 
Verſe 2oth, & The reſt of the men that were not kil- 
% led by theſe plagues, yet repented not of the works 
% of their hands, that they ſhould not worſhip devils,” 
or, as in the original, Deurab, © and idols of gold 


and ſilver.“ Verſe laſt, Neither repented they. 
| | 16 of 


E 
of their murders, nor of their ſorceries; nor of tlieir 
c fornications, nor of their thefts.” And to this day, 
Papiits are bent on idolatry, and murder: Murder is 
an article of their religion: to ſlay heret ies is merito- 
rious: bent on ſorceries, (i. e.) magical arts, conjuring 
of ſpirits; bent on fornication; whore's houſes are 
licenled at Rome; and it is {aid the permiſſion of them 


has yielded 40,000 crowns to the Pope; bent on thefts ; 
John XVIII. in the, Popedom was a thief and a robber, 


' - ſays Palatina: And every Pope, by. indulgences, ſteals 


money from the people. Thus PFapiſtt believe not the 
truth, but bave plealure-in unrighteouſne is. Queltions 
Can Papiſts be ſaved? (i e.) Can perſons holding the 
Pope to be their head, and ſubmitting to his religion, 
as to dirine, worſhip, diſciplire, and government, 
be fared? We anſwer, Papiſts may be converted, aud 
jo faved from Popery, from ſin and miſery : but perſons 
living and dying Papiſts, in that which is called the 
Roman Catholic religion, cannot be ſaved, No, no, be- 
cauſe bey received not the truth; in the love of it, 
« God hath (ent them ſtrovp deluſion, to believe a 
ie, that they all might be damned.” Idolatry, 
murder, ſœrcery, and thieving, exclude- men, till re- 
generated and juſtified,” from the kingdom of heaven. 
7 Cor. vi-g. 10-- © The unrighteous ſhalkmot inberit 
* the kingdom of God: Be not deceived, neither for- 
* nicaters, nor idolaters; nor adviterers; nor effemi- 
4 nate, nor-abuſers of themſelves with mankird, nor 
« thieves, nut covetous, ner drinkards, nor reviiers; 
nor- r mall. inherit ries kingdom of God.” 


$ Improvement. - E 
We exhort you, as in Pſalm xxxiv 8. “ O taſte and 
« ſce that the Lord is good. The ſweetneſs of reli - 
gion lies in the experience of it: If the Bible · religion 
be not in the heart, as well as in the head, ye are not 
lecure againſt- periſhing. 2d, We beſeech you, as in 
Gal. vi. 4, 5. Let every man prove his own work; 
«© and then he ſhall have rejoicing in himſelf alone, 
and uot in another: for every man ſhall bear his 
* own burden,“ And-that promile, Iſa. xxx- 21. Thine 
5 cart ſhall hear a word behind thee, ſayivg, This is 
| D 3 | „ the 


TI: 


ce the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right 
c hand and to the left.” O what a board of error is 
in Popery ! and men ly in wait to deceive. zd, We 
Intreat you, as in Heb. iii. 12. © Take heed left there 
% be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in de- 
«« parting from the living God.” It is chiefly for the 
fin of unbelief, that men, under a polpel- diſpenſs tion, 
are damned, and kept out of heaven, Heb. iii. 19. 
Indeed every ſin deſerves damnation; yet God, in the 
= offers the pardon of all fin to finners, lia i. 18. | 
ut unbelief rejects the offer; and lo the damnation of 
men is is chicfly owing to this lia, 
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CHAPTER in. 
Of the Third Text. 


Seren . 


THE plan we formerly laid down was, to warn an, | 
zſt, Of the nature of Popery. 2dly, Of its pernicious 
confe uences Concernirp the diſmal natufe of Popery, 
the iffertion was, that the Papacy, including head and 
members in a ſucceſſion, is the Antichriſtian ſtate; and 
the Fope, as head thereof, is Antichriſt. This propo- 
fition we eflayed to evince from the epiſtles of ohn, 
the epiſtles of paul to the Theſſalonians and to Timo- | 
thy. ard now we ſhall attempt to prove it trom the 
book of the Revelation, beginning at the 18th chap- 
ter and 4th verſe. I heard,” ſays John, another 

% voice from heaven, laying, Come out of her, my 
% people, that ye be not partakers of her fins, 
« and that ye receive not of her plagues :'* Where, 
obſerve, iſt, The ſubject about which jobn heard ano- 
ther voice omen beaven, in the pronoun her. 2d, The 
perſans to whom the exhortaticn is tendered. 2d, The 
kind of the exerciſe exhorted unto. 4th, The reaſons 
and grounds of the exhertation. 
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Iſt, The ſubject about which Jon beard her 
voice from heaven in the pronoun her, (i e.) —_— : 
as. in the Peng] context. 
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There is literal, and there is myſtical Babylon. Li- 
teral Babylon is the Chaldean Babylon, and myſtical 
Babylon is the Romiſh Babylon. The Cheldee Baby- 
lon was figurative, or typical, of Rome-Babylon. Ene 
myſtical Babylon is the woman fitting upon a ſcar- 
let - coloured beaſt, having ſeven heads and ten horns; 
& upon whoſe forehead Was a naine written, NIS TZ. 
„RT, BABYLON THE GREAT,” as in Rev. xvii. 
3.5. If all th; characters in that chapter, of the 
wo nan fitting upon a ſcarlet: coloured beaſt, be veri- 
fied in Rome, in its preſent ſtate, and in its governor 
the Pope, then Rome is the Aatichmritian (tate, and 
the Pope is Antichriſt; but ſo it is, that all the cha- 
racers of the woman fitting upon. a fcariet-coloured 
beaſt, having ſeven heads, are verißed in Rome, in ie 
preſent Ware, and in its governor the Pope.. On this 
text we fhall examine a character of the beaſt; and 2 
character of the woman 2d, View the relemblance 
betwixt Chaidee-Bubyion and Roae-Babylon, 


SECTION IM | 
of a Character of the Beaſt and a Characler of the: Wo 


1 zn. 


Lr us examine a character of the beaſt on which 
the woman ſitteth. The beaſt is characterized to have 
feven heads; and the ſeven heads are ſeven mdbuntains; 
and thele are {even kings; five are fallen; and one 1s 
and the other is not yet come; and the beaſt 75 
was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of th 
ſeventh, and goeth into perdition, as in verles 9, 5 
11. The ſeven heads of the beaſt, ſignify two forts 
of things; «ft, They are ſeven mountains, (+ e.) they ſig- 
nify ſeven bills. Now this part of the character is ex- 
actly verified in the ſeven hills on which Rome was built. 
By antient writers it is named, The feen, billed. city ; 
and the names of the hills are, 'Aventihos, Capitoliuus, 
Czlius, Eſquilinus, Palatinus, Quirinalis, and Viminalis. 


2dly, The ſeven heads, ſignify ſeven kings, (+ . 
ſeven ſucceſſive forms of government Now this part 
of. che character is exactly verified in the ſeven forms 
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of ' government under which Rome hath been. The 
firfi torm was the regal, or kingly, properly ſo called: 
the ſecond was-the.confular: the third was the de- 
cemviral, or that. of ten wen: the fourth was the 
tribunitial, or that of military tribunes: the fitth was 
the ditator ial, or that of the dictator: the ſixth was 
the imperiat, bh was ti-e-form that-took place in 


John's time: and the ſeventh was the Fopiſh, or thit 


in John's time, but: is now cone, and which in verſe 
tb, is called the Sth, and taid to be of the ſeven, 
Eecaule the Popys aſſlame ty.themſelves both eccleſiaſ- 
tic and civil power; and#or which reaſon they are bcld 
forth by two beaſts in Rev. xi. This is that head 


v hich goeth into n s 


of Popes; which form 0 fot, ent was not come 


2dly, Let us exandns- a character of: the -womamn--- 
She is characterized tobe that great city which 
reipnett; over the kings of the earth, verſe 181 h. Now 
this character is exactly verifed in Rome itſelf; for 
in the tine when John wrote, Rome, under the go- 
veinn ent of the fifxth ge ied over the kings of * 
the earth, 2: wItke ji. 1, 2 5 In:thofe deys there 
went cut a Ccerec 3 C ſar Avpultus, that all 
« the world fl.ould Le taxed.” And. 4 Johr's 
tune, Rone, under the government -of Yopes,. ruled 
over the kings of theearth : ere 13th, “ The l. ten Pp 
« are ten kit BE, ich ſhall give halo; puwer io the 
& beaſi.'* This great city may be conſide red as ſuch; 
and 2d, as having oncetprofeffed the faith in Chriſt, 
and erer degencrating from the faith. In this - 
reſpect it is the Antichriſtian church; and: the Tope. 


being head thereof, is. Antichriſt. - 


SECT 1oN III. 


Of the. en between Chaldee- Babylon and Kon. 


Balrlou - a 
Lr ns view this reſenblance-i in the three following 
particulars: 2 e 


— 
—— 


© Secanother view of the le enth and eighth forms of ge- 


vernment, in pages 19 and 20. 


E 453 T 


i, Chaldee-Brbylon laid waſte Feraſiſem and its 
temple ferenty years; ſo Hoine- Babylon treads the 
outward court, and the holy court, forty-two months, | 
2s in Rev- xi. 1, 2. The name of the Papitts there, is 
Gentiles, and theſe Gentiles tread upon theſe. Who 


were mere profeſſors of Chriſtianity. 


zd, God's people and prophets os hive healed. 
9 Babylon, bot ſhe was not healed, as in jer. 
li. 9. So God's people and goſpel- mister Would 
bie healed Rome. Babylon, but ſhe would not be 


healed, as in Rev. xi. 2 & | will give power unto my 
two witneſſes, and they ſhall prophecy clothed in 


© ſackcloth,“ &c If the Papiſts had ſubmitted to 


their winiſtey, they would have put on their ſack- 
eloth, &c. 


2d, The fins 8 plagues of Chaldee- Babylon are 
of the ſame kind with. the {ins and plagues of None | 


Babylon; of which more after wards. - 


Ys CT 9 1 1 
Cf the 'Perfons*Exborted. 


diy, In the text oblerve the perſons ta whom the 
exhortatlon is tendered; My people. Believers are the . 
Lord's people, as ia Match. i. 21. Queition, In what 


re iptet are bel e vers the Lord's people ? tit, In reſpect 
of election, Eph. i. 55. They were choſen in him, 
& hefore the foundation of the world | BY; 


2d, In reſpect of redemption, i Cor. vi. 20, 46 They 
« are-not their own they are bought with a price.“ 


39, In reſpect of regeneration, Heb. viii. 10. This 


& is the covenant I wiil make wita the houſe of Ifrael 


in thoſe days; I will put my laws into their mild, | 


and write them on their heart, &c. 
SECTION v. 
Of the Exc roſe Exhorted unto, 


2dly, In the text obſerve. the kind of exerciſe to 
which;they are exhorted, Come cut of her, 
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In explaining which, two queſtions'may be anſwered. 
Queition tit, What the call to the Lord's people to 
come. out of Babylon implies We anſwer, The call 


ſays, they were in Babylon, not as the Autichrittian 


ſtate, but as a great city; in the ſame ſenſe in Whieh 


ſeven thouſand were iti: Hrael who did not bow the 
nee to the image of Baal, as in 1 Kings xix- 18. 


2dly, How the Lord's people are to come out of 
Babylon! iſt, Mentally, by ſeceding rom eommunion 
with her in ordinances 2 Cor vi. 14 Be ye not 
« unequally hoked with unbelievers;“ & c. Eph. v. 
11. Have no telle ſniꝑ with the vaſruitFul work: of 
„ darkness 


ad, Bodily: By bodily motion frem it, as a city; 


as Lot laid to his ſons in law, Gen. xiz. 14. © Up, get 


* you out of this place; for the Lord will 8 


« this city-? Jer: li. 6. Flee out of the miditof 


10 Babylon, and deliver every man his foul 2 be not 
& cut off in her ways” | 


SScrion VI. 
Of. the Motives or Grounds of the Exhortation.. 


athly, In the text obſerve the motives or grounds 
- of the exhortation. mt, That ye be rot partaker of 
ber fins, (i e.) that ye be not enticed to fin as ſhe bns, 


by her example 2d, That ye receive not of her 


plagues, (i e.) that ye ſuffer not the puniſhments ſhe 
mall ſuffer: Prov. ix- 6. Forſake the fooliſt and. live, 
and go im the way of underſtanding: (9 d.) ſne i: 
Babylon, and ye are my people, and fo come out of 
her. One motive is drawn from her fins; the other 
from her plagues. 


The firſt Motive is drawn from her * Two of Baby: 


lon's ſins ] would ſelect and enlarge upon. 1it, There is 


Babylon's ſin of. nn. or forvication, - of which 


we read, chap xvii 2, 2, 3, 4, 5. 2d, There is Ba- 
bylon's fin' of being dronk with the blood of ſaints, 


I ſt * Tbe re 


ver ſe ot h of OI 17th. 
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Ii, There gh eps of whoring, or fornicati- 


n, chap. XviL. t, 2, 3, 4, 5- © I will che unto thee 


« the judgment of the great whore: with whom te 
6 Kings of the earth have committed fornication, and 
66 the inhabitants of the earth bave-been made drunk 
« with-the wine of her tornication—having a golden 


„cup in her hand, fell of abominatians, and flthi- 


© nels of her fornicatiens, — DAE. MOUHER OF 
« HAREOTS, (margin, of ſornications,) AND A- 


„ BONA TIONS OF THE FARTH,” There is a 


natural and a n whore do n. 


In explaini nx {pirita1t whorede n, we may enquire, 
ct, What it lappoſes? 2d, What it implies, or what 
it is? 3d, How manifold it is? 4th, It the church 


of Rome be chargeable with it? WE” 


eſt, What does this ſoiriteal whoredawy ſoppoſe? We 
aniwer, rit, It ſuppoles a marriage relktion to have 
been There is a marriage relation between Chriſt, 


or Gad in Chriſt, and the Church unive fil: Ifa. liv. 2. 

«©. Thy Maker. is thy huſt ind.“ Ezck. xvi. 8. 1 
40 entered into covenant with thee, and thon becameit 
„% mine 


The marriage relation betwixt Chrift, or God's in 
Chriſt, and the univei ſal nn chrarets,s is internal 
and eternal: Hoſea ii 19. = will betrethe thee unto 
ce me for ever 2 Cor. xi 2.41 nnen you to 
c ene hufſb ind, even Chriſto" 


2d, It ſuppoſeth marriage doty. The marriage duty 


which the church of God is to pay to God iw-Chrii, 


is religions worſhio: Pla. _ 11 «© jie is thy Lord, 
q dy he is thy Lord Hulſe 
band, thy Lord Redeemer, — lo worſhip him with 
religious worſhip, as David, Pa. xxxix- 7, © What 


„ and worſhip thou him:“ 


«.wait I tor, my hope is in thee!“ and as Aſaph, 


Pla. Ixxili. 1 hom bare I in heaven but thee, 


« and there is none in all the earth that 1 deſire be - 


« ſides thee. This. marriage duty the church is to 


pay to none bat God in Chriſt: NMatth iv. 10. Thou 
« ſllalt 
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de halt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only aſe 


© thou ſerve, v.z. with religious lervice. 


>dly, What vob ſpiritual w horedom ty? Ve 

anſwer, It implies a breach of the marriage row ; for 
ſpiritual whoredom is {piritual adultery ; and fpiritual 
2dulterv is idolatry ; and hence in er. M1. 9. the Lord 
{e:rking of backfiding Itrael, ſays, „It cane to paſs, 
e« through the Ightacts of her -whoredows, that the 
& defiied the land, and committed adultery with 
© ſtones and ſtocks 55 06 e) ſhe committed idolatry 
with ſtones and ſtocks. Queſ ion, What is an idol! 
We anſwer, An idol, as ſuch, conftits 3 in this, that it 
ie religiouſly wo! Appen that which was no idol be- 
fore, immediately upon its being feligiouſſy worthip- 
ped, becomes an idol: to a ſtone, ſo a ſtock, io the 
brazen ſerpent became an idol, 2 Kings xviii. 4. Eeze- 
kiah brake. into pieces the bhrazen ſerpent that Moles 
bad made; for unto _thoſe-days the children of IHracl 
did burn incenſe to it; and he called it Ncbuſhtan. 


Westin 2d Why the fin of idolatry: is, in feripture, 


called whereGon:, or adultery ? 


hetwer it, By adoltery the mind of the ET en 
is alienated more and mere from her kuſband. S by 
idolatry the heart of man is more and more eftrarged 


from God, and hence it is named a departing from 


him. Jer. xvii. 5. Cor ſed be the man that truketh in 
„% man, and maketh flesh lis arm, and whoſe heart 


1 depaiteth from the Lord.” 


2d, On account of adultery the adultereſs may be 
dizxorced. For every fault there cannct be a ſeparation 
between man and wife; but for :dultery theie may 
be a eparation. So on account of idolatry in a church 
or people, God pives them at leroth a ill of divorce. 
When they are overſpread with that fin of idol-try, 
then be favs to:them, as in Hof. i 9. Lo ammi ye 
c are not my people, and I will not be your God. 
Choy: ii. 8 Plead with your met! Ef, for ſhe is not | 

" ny wife, neither am L be. beſband: let her put à- 
gr ** 


1 J 

u way her whoredoms out of her ſight, and ber a> 
* <4 dulterics from between her breaſts Some par- 
ticular churches which were members of the univerſal 
church, have ſo degenerated as te become no churches 


of Chriſt, but ſynagogues of Satan: of which num» 
ber the church of Rome is one, Rom. xi- 20. 21. 


2dly, Enquire how manifold is ſpiritual whoredoms, 
or ſpiritual 3 or idolatry. 


Anſwer, Tofold. There are two kinds of prof 
idolatry. 1ſt, One kind reſpects the object of worthip, 


2d, Another kind of idolatry reſpects the mean of 


worſhp- 


The rſt Kind of idolatry reſoects the object of wor- 
ſhip; when religious woiſkip is given to the creature, 
or to thoſe whe are by nature no Gods, as the hea» 
thens did, Rom i. 25. © Who worſhipped and ſerved 
«© the creature more than the Creator, who is bleſſed 
6 for ever- Amen.“ 


athly, Fnquire if the chureh of Rome be chatge- 
able with this kind of idolatry. 


We anſwer in the affirmative: For 1ſt, | They give 
religious worſhip to baker's bread in the ſacrament of 
the ſupper. Immediatcly after the Prieſt hath conſe- 

crated the bread, he bows his knee and adores it; 
then riſing up, be holds up the bread in the ſight of 
the people, and they adore it. What the prophet, in 
IIa. xliv. 15. favs of the carpenter, © He maketh a Aer 
and werſhippeth it,“ we may ſay ef the Papiſts; 
"they make a god and worſhip it · They are bread- wor- 
ſhippers: for aithough, after the conſecration, the 
| bread and wine be changed as to ſign and ſignification,yet 
| they are rot as to fubfarce- They are bread and wine 
ſtill: and hence Paul, in 1 Cor xi 25 ſays, ** As of- 
« ten as ye ext this breid. and drink this cup“ Wadſ- 
worth diſcourſing of the maſs, call, it ido}=trous, be- 
cauſe Papiſts worſhip and adore ſacramental bread and 
wine a-their true — and truſt therein for falvs- 


E tion, 


Y —_— * A"! W 1 T 5 
ns þ 1 op " * # - 4 ” 


* 5 . — — 
wh S 
i , + 


r * F Fs. x7 g ; 


* 
* 


. 
4 


ay 


= 8 Yo 
LY * * — 25 
1 * 


3 


5 


* a — F - 
LOS: CME c UT ET," 
Are 


* 
— mars 


X. * * 


ED 
of 
40 
4 
i; 
: 
q 


r 


1 7 N. 1 l * _ x" 
„ OE ons & 4 pt i | , 


© 5] 


tion, 325 in Chriit himſelf; than which. there never 
was invented by the deu l zimſelt, what was more i- 
dolatrous. | 


2dly, They give relig! ous worſuip ta (he 1 .) 
the tree on which they pretend Chriſt was Gucißed: 
Of which tree, lays Fraſmus, ae in different pla- 
ccs have as much wood as —_—— ſill up a ſnip. They 
pray to the crois, ſayin . ols of Chyiit detend 
© us, O crols of Brit ſave us“ And ſo they are 
tree- -worſtripp bers; . in Ia. x 20. They pray un- 
© to god that czuuot ſave.“ Indeed Paul, in Gi, 


Y] 14. Nn, wn Gad forbid [ hon! glory in an * thing 
H 


7 ſave in the croſs of our Lord Jells.” But crois 


there is put for his ſufferings, not the tree on which 


he ſuffered. Read Hab- ii. 19 


zdly, They give religious worhip to the Virgin 


Mary, hom they call, The Cueen of Heaven, The 


Noth er of Grace and Mercy. They pray te ker, ſay- 
ing, Require God for us, and cemmand thy Son in 
the right of a mother, Ibis is to place her ebove 
Chrift, as if ſhe: bad power and authority over him. 
Bot, as in Phil ii. 10, 4c. © At the name of jeſus e- 
% very knee ſhoeld bow, of things in heaven, ard 


„ thiodgs on carth.” John ii 4 Jeſus faith, Wo- 
© man, what bave I to do with thee ?” 


4thly, The church of Rawe gives relipiaus worſkip 
to the angels, which the apeſtle Paul forbids us, 88 
ipesrfitent with holdirgthe head, Chiiſt Jeſus; Col. 
11.18 19+ ©© Let no man beguile you cf your reward 
« in a voluntary humility, and Merſhipping of an- 
c« gels, intruding into thoſe things which he Heth net 
& ſeen. vainly puft up by his ficfily mind, and not 
4% holding the head, &c- An argel refoſed to be 
worſhipped religiouſly by Jekn, as we re. d in Rev. 
Aix. 10. I fell at bis feet to worſhip him, aud be ſaid 
« unto me, See thou do it not; I am thy fellew-ſer- 


% vant,” &c. Ns. fervent of Chriſt ought to be wor- 
ſhipped ; but an angei-is a fellow · ſervant, and ſo 
. ought not to be e Tun js the argument. 


zthly, 


LT 
miſy, The church of Rome gives religious worſhip” 
fs a. valt multitude ef ſeparate ſpirits, under the 
name of ſaints. They pray to them, ſaying, for in- 
ftance, Sana Dorothea, cor mundum in me creas (ie 
© Holy Dorothea, make a clean heart in me.“ They 
2% give religious worfhip to their relicks, to their 
bodies, bells, cloaths, thoes, hair, and teeth; and all 
this comes to pals by the Pope's canonizing of men, 
which is his act, diſpenſing religious worſhip to fuch men 
departed, as he fees meet to confer the honour of 
ſaintthip upon. But Peter refuſcd to be religiouſly 
worlkypped, according te Ads x. 25, 26. As Peter 
© was coming in, Cornelius met kim, and fell down 
at his feet, and worſhipped; but Peter took him up, 
& faying, I mylelf alto am a man.” The argument 18, 
No man is to be worſhipped. But I, Peter, am a man, and 
{lo not to be worſhipped. Alio when the Prieſt of Jupiter, 
with the people of Lycaonia, would have offered ſacriſice 
to Paul anf Barnabas, they rent theirclothes, and ran 
in among tte people, crying out, and laying, © Sirs, 
* why do ye thele things? We are men of ike paſſi. 
% ons with vaurtelves,“ Acts xiv. 14, 15. We add, 
that this Kind of idolatry is forbidden in the ſirſt com- 
mandment. Ibis commandment forbids the giving of 
thut worihip to any other which is due to the true God 
alone. Now prayer is & piece ef religious worſhip; 
and when'thoutands of Papitts, in thoulands of places, 
at one and the (amn time, pray to the ſaints, and in 
particular to the Viagin Mary, do they not aſcribe to 
the faints, and in particular to the Virgm Mary, om» 
nilcience, Qmnipotence, and omnipreſence? But are 
not hele perteRtions of God incommunicable attributes? 
God only knows the hearts of men: 3 Kings viii 39. 
« Thou, even thou only, kroweit the hearts of all the 
« children of men God only is almighty, all- po- 
erful: God only can create clean hearts: God only is 
able to ſubdue all things to himſelf “Now unto 
him that is able to do exceeding abundantly, abovs 
« all we can either aſk or think, accordin to the 
power that werketh in us, unto him be ory in 
«* the church, by Chriſt Jeſus, throughout all ages, 
„world without end Amen.“ | 
* E 2 Improvement. 
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Be exhorted, we beſeech you, as in 1 John v. 2. to 
Keep yourſelves from idols. This takes place, by 
keeping yourſelves in the leve of God, verle 21ſt of 
Jude. It is the faith of the Lerd being thy God, ac- 
cording to promiſe, and of his love te thee, which 
will influence love te God, and make you lay, What 
have | to do any mere with idols. God, in the firſt 
commandment, ſays, T hou ſhalt have me for thy God; 
and fo thou muſt let idols go their Way: as one would 
ſtand up and ſay to a woman piving herſelf in marri- 
age to another, |-have a prior right to thee; thou 
ſhalt have no other biſband but me. Could the voice 
of this command be heard, it would be heard cry irg 
out of injury done to thy God, when any thirg laws. 


ful or unlawful gets away the heart inoi dina te ly. 


SECT-ION VII. 


Of another kind of. Idolatry reſpecting ihe. Mean ef 
| | | Worſhip. p 
zd, Another kind of idolatry reſpeQs the means of . 
worſhip. As-when the true God is worſhipped by an 
unwarrantable mean, by an image, or likenels of any 
thing, as the Iſraelites did in the wilderneſs, ef Which 
we read in Exod xxxit The Ifraelites did net. Wer- 
ſhip the calf, as God, but the true God, as reprefent= 
ed by the image. or likeneſs of a calf, as appears from 
verſe 4th, ©. They,” the people, „ ſaid, Thele be 


thy gods who brought. thee out of the land of E- 


«<< pypt.” The plural number is here uſed tor the, 
ſingolar, this 1s thy god, (e) this calf is a repre- 
ſentation of that God who delivered them out ef E- 
gypt: for they could not ſay the calf itſelf brought 
them out, before it had a being. Verle 5th, When 
&. Aaron ſaw it, be builded an altar before it; and 
&. Aaron made a proclamation, and ſaid, To morrow 
«. js a feaſt to the Lord; (7. e.) not te the calf, but 
to jelovah, as repreſented by the image of a calf: 
Apd that the worſhipping of God by the image ef « 
calf, is idolatry, is evident from Acts. vii. 41. © They 


© made. 


LW 


2 a. 


made a calf (fays Stephen) in thoſe days, and of- 
«+ fered facrifice unto the idol. Aud this kind of i- 
dolatry was the cauſe of God's giving them up te wor- 
Hip-the hoſt of heaven, as in the 42d verſe; they ha- 
ving corrupted the worſtip of God, as to the mean of 
it, God gave them vp to change the object of worſhip : 
46 worthip falſe gods, the fun, moon, and ſtars; and 
this is a worſe fort of idolatry than the former: And 
hence it is aid in 1 Kings xvi. 30. Ahab did evil in 
the ſight of the Lord, above all that was before him.“ 


Aciab's idolatry was more heinous than Jerobeam's: 
Vor jeroboam's idolatry conſiſted in Worſhipping the 


trxe God by the image of a calf, at Dan and Bethel; 


but Achab's idolatty conſiſted, not only in worſhipping. 


ile true God, by the image of the calf, but alſo in 
woritppng other gods, 2/2, Baal gods. 


Head 4th, was to enquire, If the church of Rome 


e chargeable with this kind of idolatry? We anſwer . 


mnthe athrmative:. For, iſt, They make an image or 
Iibeuels of the Trinity. 2d, They repreſent Chriſt 
by the image or likenels of à crucified man, and of 2 
nb. ad, They repreſent the Holy Ghoſt by the i- 


ige or likerte of a deve. 4th, They repreſent the 


a gels by the image er likenets of winged creatures. 
geh. They make au image or ſtatue of the Virgin 
Mary, 6th; They make images or ſtatues of the 
faiuts; and theſe images the Papiſts worſhip, by build- 
zug chapels to them, dedicating days to them, and 
bowing before them. Now this kind of idolatry is 
forbidden in the 2d commandment. Twe things are 
{orbidden in this commandment; iſt, The making of 
an image, or likeneſs of any thing, for à religious uſe, 
£5. repreſent God in his nature and properties. adly, 
The worſhipping of them, and the worſhipping of God 


by them: Thou ſhalt not bow down thyſelf to them, 


© nor ſerve them, iz. with religious ſervice. For 


no name ef any thing in heaven nor in earth, nor in 


the waters can repreſent God, he being an infinite ſpi- 
rit; and hence in Iſa. xl. 18. the prophet ſays, © To 


«© whom will ye liken God? or what likeneſs will ye 
% compare to him?” Deut. iv. 15. Take heed to 


1 | yourſelves ; 


— — 


Tn q ” 
*, 
— „ 4- A 4 
"4 _— Y 


Porn NR 
x x = 


ne ER 


I 


n 


r r 
1 _ p 3 0 - ** 2 . "ws "2 88 
ke e 


ern 


3 


* 


e 
- * 0 


6 3 N * 


. ³Ü—— K RA xd FS tres HE 
SPE” 38 1 
: 


4 * * k _ 5 he 
+4 nnn - > a4 + Er SINCE * * 


—— «—8r.— 
1 8 r * " 
— . 1 — — 


Bar: 0 
. 8 


nnn 


r 
1 ' 


a> * ee Ft, A e N 
o | Gs — * 


—_—  — 
- 


—— 


—— « FFEY 


— — — — — * — 
"2 * 7's 11 


ERS...” N 


2 
* 
2 
SB 
* 


* 
”, 


0 oy 
* 
Kg 
12 
— 
1 

& 

5 1 
5 — 

a * 
59 
#4 
: * 

» 


% 
i, 5 Ir at 44 . 23 K 


* 
4 * Ht * * — 2 


ee 


nn 
4 e 


— 
- _ 


wa 


ry 


1541 


yourſelves; for ye law no manner of ſimilitnde, no- 
not ſo much as lymbolical. Acts xvii. 29 Foraſ- 


c much then as we are the offspring of God, we ought 
« not to think that the Gedhead is like uato gold, or 
% filvey, or ſtone graven by art or man's device Al- 
though the Son of God. became man, yet the image 
of a man cannot repreſent him who is God and man, 
in two diſtint natures. God is the object of our un- 
derſtanding, not of our imagination. It is as great a 
dilparagement to the maje ſty of God, to repreſent him 
by the dead image of a creature, as it would be to re- 
preſent a king by the picture of a frog, or toad. The 
worſhipping of God by an image, is a hating of God. 


An image-lover is.a God-hater: As in the reaſon an- 


nexed to the ſecond commandment. The Papiſts ſay, 


they do not bow to images; they only bow before 


them. Anſwer, 


Bowing before images, is of the ſame import with 
bowing te them, as appears by comparing Luke iv. 7. 


with Math. iv. 9. In Luke, the devil ſays to Chriſt, 
It thou wilt fall down before me, all ſhall be thine. 


Margin. And in Matth. iv 9. the devil ſays, All theſe. - 


things will | give thee. if thou wilt worſhip me. What 
Luke calls a falling down, a worſhipping before the,. 


devil, Matthew calls a worſhippipg of the devil. If 


to, fall down to, or worſhip. before the devil, be a 


worſhipping of the devil, then worſhipping before an 


image, as the Papiſts do, muſt be a worſhipping of the. 


Image. = 
Improvement. - 


Guard againſt all imagery, internal, as well as " 


ternal, in religion Indeed, an image for political 
uſe, for the future memorial of a friend, and for the - 
diſtinction of money, as Czlar's image in his coin, 


Chriſt doth not condemn : But all imagery in the or- 
Sip of God, is expreſsly forbidden, as being a great 


lie. The idolatry ef the Heathen, at the beginning, 


conſiſted. in worſhipping the true God by an image: 
Rom. i. 23: © They changed the glory, 


idol, but of the incorrupt ible Cod, into an image 
a g ED | 3 | % made 


— 


not of an 


E . 


c made like to corruptible man.“ And this corrupti- 
on in the mean, made way for altering the very ob- 
ject of their worſhip, as the effect of the reprobate 
mind which followed; verſe 25th, who changed the 
„truth of God into a lie, and worſhipped and ſerv- 
« ed the creature more than the Creator, who is 
6 blelied for aver. men? .  - 


We conclude t his head, by putting you. in mind of 
what the Lord ſays in Ifa. xlii. 8. 1 am the Lord, 
ce that is my name, and my glory L will nat give to a- 
“ nother, ncither my praiſe to graven images; (ie.) 
Jill aboliſh idolatry in the world, as in Zeph. ii. 11. 
„The Lord will fampfh;all the gods of the earth, and 
% men ſhall worſhip bim.” The meat of idols is to 
worlhip them; and when they are not worſhipped, 
their meat is taken from them, and fo famiſthed. hben 
Mall men worſhip the living and true God, and bim 
ouly, to whom be, all nraiſe for ever aud ever. Amen. 


— 


SECTION VIII. 


Of the Sin of the being drunk with the bleed of the Saints: 


Tas firſt of Babylon's fins which we ſelected, was 


that of whoring: This we have diſcovried. on, and now -- 
proceed to conlider the other. ſin of Babylon which 
we particularized; namely, that of her being drunk - 
en with the blood of the ſaints: Rey. xvii. 5. © I ſaw 
ce the woman drunken with the blood of the ſaints, 
„ and with the blood of the martyrs of jeſus.” In 
which words obſerve the party perſecuted, © The 
«& ſaints, the martyrs of . Jeluz.”' ad, The party pers 


lecuting, “ the woman.“ | 


In explaining, the ſin of perſecution, we may enquire, 
1ſt, Who are the ſaints? zdly, Who are the martyrs” 
of Jeſus? 3dly, What is ſuppoled unto, and implied 
in. the woman's. being drunken with the bleod of the 
ſaints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jeſus? 
&bly, If the church of Rome be chargeable with this 
kn? - 
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TX; Who ere the ſaints? Anſwer, Saints in pro- 
felllon are members of the viſihle red and ſaints 
in practice, as well as in profeſſion, are members both 
of th 0 vill ble and CO church: Acts ii. 47. The 
© Lord added to the church dailyſuch as ſhould befa ved.“ 
Saints in practice, as well as in profe! ion, are in the 
Lord, as the branches are in ow vine ſtock, and from 
hin theirfroit is found: Hof xis. 8. amAlike a green 
Ar tree, and from me is thy fruit found.“ They are 
in the Lord as tie members are in the head, and of his 
fulne fs they all reccive, and grace for grace: John i. 

5 


16. Of his ſulnck have hey all recciue ed, ” &c. 


2d1y, Who are the martvre of Jeſus? Anſwer, 
LET LL aaa t aB-3 4 255 wit nee! £ 
4e martyrs of jeſus cie the! E em! ent witneileis Who 
ſca! and confirm their tefticony for gebs, with their 
death, the death of then: body + Rev. vi. 9 When 
% he (the Land) * {0 Opene d the fifth fe}, { faw under 


< the altar, the ſbuls of | rhe that were: Hain for 


„ the word of God, ang for the teftimony which 
Th 1ey 4 held“ Why, and for what caviewere the) 
Han? Anſwer, For the word of: Soc, (7 e.) for 
acnciing to the * md of jelus; Which is the word of 
Ged. 2d!y, Por the teſtimon y which they held (7. e.) 
for waittalving a teſtimony for Chriſt; in the way or 
confeſſing him betcie men. Rom. x. -* If, th ons 
© thalt corfeſs with thy moath the Lord Felns, and 

oY Mer believe in int heart,” &c. It is an old max- 
, It is not death, but the cat? of #, which mates th 

vor Fad] 1 hey ere martyrs of leſus, who ſuffer death 
becaute they will not break the commands of the 
Jaw ef Chrift; and they are martyrs of telus who 
fi fler death, becaule they will not TOY. the doctrines 


of the goſpel of Chriſt. 


2dly, Enquire, what is Gorheg upto, and implied | 
in the woman's been drunken with the blood of the 
ſaints, and with the bloed of the martyrs of Jeſus ? 
Anſwer, The phraſe ſuppoſes the woman's hatred at 
the ſaints, and at the martyrs of Teſus, In Prov. xxix. 
10. enten lays, ©* The Wiebe thirſty hate the up- 
% right.” Of all hatred, that is the worlt y_ 
28683 


97 1. 


Tites upright men, on account of their uprightnels« 


it is maligoancy. to hate good men for their goodneſs. 


It is devil like to hate men becauſe they bear God's 
image, and becauſe they are ſtrict and holy in 
their lives. 2dly, The phraſe implies, that the wo- 
man is a great perſecutor: The great .whore is 4 
reat periecutor. She rejoices and takes pleaſure in 


mnedding the blood of ſaints: the ſheds much blood of 


ſaints and martyrs ; ſomuch that ſhe is loathſome, and 
oveiflows with. the guilt of it, as drunkards are 
loathlome, and overflow with ſtrong drink. What 
the Plalmiſt, in Plalm lxxix. 2. 3. ſays to God about 
the heathen, is true of tits woman: The dead bo- 
dies of thy ſervants have they given to be meat un- 
© to the fowls of heaven; the fleſh of thy Hints 
© unto the beaſts of the earth. Their bload, like 
« water, have they ſhed round about Jeruſalem.” 
This is mentioned, not as an inſtance ot the perſecut- 
ed; for the bodies of the laints ſhall be raited in glo- 
ry, but as an iuſtance of the malice of the perlecutors 


4thly, Erquire if the church of Rome, be chargeable 
with this in! We anſwer in the affirmative, For, 


rſt, Some of her principles are like the jaws of 
Draco, written in blood; for inſtance, that priuces de- 
poled, and excommunicated, may be lawfully killed 
by their ſubjects. Accordingly Pope Paul V. employed 
Garnet the jeſuit, and others to blow up with gun: 
powder, King james I. of Britain, with his Par- 
liament. S 2 | 


2dly, The church of Rome, like a drunkard, re- 
Joices. and , triuinphs in ſheddiug the blood of ſaints 
and martyrs. What rejoicing was at Rome, when 
the news of the maſſacre in Paris reached that place? 
Thuanus, an hiſtorian of their own informs us, that 
the Pope having read the letter containing the news 
of. the maſſacre, in the conſiſtory of Cardinals, ſolemn- 
| gave thanks to God: And it was decreed, that a 

jubilee ſhould be publiſhed ; the cauſes whereof were, 
to return thanks. to God, for deſtreying, in France, 


the. - 
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the enemies of the truth, and of the church; (i. e. 4 
the Proteſtants. The number ef perſons flain in this , 
maſſacre, amounted to 90,000. 


2dly, The church of Rome, like a drunkard, is 
bathiome, and overflows with the guilt of much inno- 
cent blood. The number of perfons flain in the maſ- 
tacre in lreland, was above x50,000 Proteftants. How 
many Proteſtants have the Papilts flain, not only by 
plots, by maſſacres, but alſo by the ſword of wicked 
war, by the fre at Rakes, by the court of ir quiſition, 
which is the moſt dreadful flaughter-houſe of blood 
that ever was in the world? And why do the Papiſt: 
fliy the Proteitents? for no other reaton but becauſe 
; they protels the trutlys of Chriſt, and are obſequious to 
no other laws but to theſe hs: hath pretcribed in bis 
word. In Rev. xviit. and laſt verſe, it is ſaid, „ In 
« her, (i e.) in Rome Babylon, was found the 
6c. blaod of prophets, and of ſaints, and of all thag 
6 were ſtain upon the earth; . e.) ſhe is found 
guilty of all the blood ſhed from the blood of Abel, 
wit was the firft martyr, to the. blood. of the laſt 
waityr, in as much as by her per ſecuting decds, ſhbe 
approves of the perſecuting deeds of former perſecuti- 
ons, in the ten primative perſecutions. By her practiee 
ſhe ſerves herſelf heir to the fin of all former perſecu- 
tors: all-that Hood ſhall he required-of the church of 
Rume. We call you to obſerve the connection betwixt 
the church of Rome being an idolatrous church, and a 
perſecuting church. Her idolatrous religion inſpires” 
her with horrid cruelty.: For having diveſted God of 
his honour, and given it to another, they diveſt them- 
feives of humanity, and rage like wild beaſts, de- 
vouring the ſaints, by burning them; by n 
them; by cut tig their throats, &c. 


Improvement. 
Be exhorted, as in Heb x- 23. we intreat you, 
to hold faſt the profeffion of your faith, without 
“ wavering.'” Ponder what is ſaid, Math. x. 32. 25 
«© Whoſoever ſhall confeſs me before men, bim will I 
confeſs allo before my Father whieb is in heaven. 


| hs 


«6c But 


Y 
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fut wholoever ſhall deny me bifori men, him will 
<4 ] altfo deny kecyre my Father. which is in heaven. 


And when-called to ſuffer perſecution, lean upon that 


promiſe of God, Deut. XXũx HI 25. As thy days, 


* fo ſhall thy trepgth be.” When Chriſtopher Love, 
on the ſcaffold, had finithed what he had to fry to 


the people, he litied up his fol to God, i2yiing 


G Lord, Iamibis day te do what I never did; give me 


16. ſirenst I never had. This prayer was agreeable to 


that promiſe. And fo, believer, where ye have work. 


to do, ye never did, viz to die either.a natural or 


violent denth, for Chriſts fake, ye ſhall have itrength 
ye never had: Pſa. xxix. and laſt verſe, “ The Lord 
% will give ſtrength unto his people.“ 


Suction TX. 
Cf the motive drawn from the plag nes. 


Having diſcourſed on the mat iu e enforcing the exhor- 


tation drawn trom ber plagues : This motive deloigs 
to the ſecond general head in our plan, iz The pernicious 
conſequences of Popery The plagues of myſtical Bi- 


bylon are twofold, aſt, Temporal ; and, 2d Eternal. 


Of both which we treated, from the ſecond epiitte tothe 


Theſſalonians; and fo hall be the ſhorter here. We 
ſhall quote and glance two paſſages deſcriptive of her 
temporal ;plagues. The firft mo ge we quote is that 
in Rev. xvi. 16. They have ſhed the blood af 
ſaints and prophets," 18 is there ſin; “ And 
thou, O Lord, haft given them blood to drink,“ (I. e:) 
their own blood to drink, as in Ma. xlix. and laſt verſe, 


-there is their plague, for they are worthy ;”* (i. e.) 


they are meet and ripe for their plague Their fin of 
ſhedding the blood of the Lord's people and ſervants, 
renders the ſhedding of their blood a condign puniſh- 
ment ſuited to their fin. There is a vaſt difference be- 
twixt ſhedding the blood of the martyrs, and ſhed- 
ding the blood of malefactors To ſhed the blood of 
martyrs, is to take away their life unjuſtly : but te 
med the blond of maletact: ors, is to take away their 
life juſtly; for as in Gen. ix. 6. © Whoſo ſheddeth 


6 man's 


% 


Tit 7: 
r man's blond, by man ſhall his blood be ſhed.” And 


ſo netimes the Lord, in a more immediate manner, 
takes away the life of malefactars It is an obſerva- 
tion of Harvey, that theſe two ſins in Papifts, viz. 
iolatry and perſecution, the Lord has in all ages pu- 
nithed, The day which Liſbon bad abufed, to rob 
thewternal God of his honour, and to ge it to the 
whole hoſt of heaven; the day which Liſbon had a- 
buſed in ſheddiryg the blood of thouſands ; on that very 
day the Lord came down, and her Hood was required 
by (veeping it with the beſom of a deitructive earth» 


quake. | . 


2019, The other paſſige is that in chapter xviii. B. 
& Her plagues ſhall come in one day, (i e.) in a lit» 
tle while; „death, and mourning, and famine, and 
{© ſhe ſhall be ntterly burnt with fre;” (. e.) her 
ſeat, the city of Rome, ſhall be burnt with-fire, with 
a ſubterraneous fire, burſting from a volcano, which is 
frequent in thoſe parts, or with fire immediately from 
heaven, as Sodom and Gomorrah was burnt, Gen. xix ' 
22. or, which I rather think, with the fire of enemies, 
beſic ging ber: for, in Rev: xvii. 16. it is ſaid, © The 
„„ ten %ivgs ſhall burn her with fire.” And what in- 
fluence her burning ſhall have on other kings of the 
earth, is recorded in the 9th and 1cth verſes, ſome of 
the ten kings burn her; others of the ten ſhall be- 
_ wail her, and lament for her, when they ſhall ſee the 
ſmeke of her burning. And what influence her burn- 
ing ſhall have on the merchants of the earth, we are 
told from the r1th to the 16th verſe. - One piece of 
their merchandize, being the fouls of men, the 2th 
verſe directs us not to earthly, but to ſpiritual mer- 
chants, who trafficks with her for pardons and prefer- 
ments; and who, for money prayed (as they ſaid) 
fouls ont of Purgatory. Bbt when 'they ſhall ſee the 
imake of her burning, they ſhall weep and mourn o- 
ver her; for no man buyeth her merchandize any moe. 
And what influence her burning will have on ſhip- 
maſters, and ſailors, and as many as trade by lea, 
the 19th 18th and 19th verſes inform us. Theſe are 


my ſtical ſhip-maſters, ſailors, and traders ; and when 


they 


Aa „ 
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they law the ſmoke of her burning, they wept and 
ſaid, Alas! alasi- & c. 7 


and, laſtly, What influence her burning wil have 


upon the holy prophets and apoſtles, verſe 20th in- 
forms us: Rejoice over her, thou heavens, and ye 


«© holy apoſtles,” &c. of which I ſpake formerly 


As for her eternal plagues, there is one paſſage only L 
quote, and it js deſcriptive of her eternal plupuesz 


Reve-xiv-9. 10 11. The third angel followed then,” 
(i. e.) the firſt and ſecond angel, “ laying, with a 
loud voice, If any man worſhip the beaſt, and bis 


« image, the ſame ſhall drink of the wine of the 
© wrath of God.“ The glorious poſpel of the bleſ- 
fed God being preached by the firſt and ſecond, there- 


upon à conditional commination is denounced hy the 
third angel, „ ſaying, If any man worſhip the beaſt, 


and his image; (i. e.) if an man now perliſt and 
continue to commit idolatry after the Popi manner, 


which is the image of the-Pagan idolatry, the fame 


ſhall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which 
is poured out without mixture into the cup of his in- 


dignation; (i. e.) without a mixture of mercy, he 


ſha!l be tormented with fire and brimſtone in the pro- 


ſence of the holyangels, and in the preſence of the } amb: 


( e) he ſhall be under the Vedi-tor's vengeince-; 
and the Mediator's veugeance is dreadful: Luke xix. 27. 
„% Theſe mine enemies, that would not that T. 


© ſhould reign over them, brirg hither. and ſlay them 


«© before me; and the ſmoke of their torment aſcend- 


© eth up for ever and ever [here is the eterni- 
ty of their torments. It was a ſaying of Spiri's, 
That he would care Il: fer hl, if it w:re no longer 
than 20,000 years ; but hen 22,000 times 20,008 years 
are expired, eternity will be but begin 1 


O flee, I beſeech you, tothe Saviour, from the wrath 


_ 


greateſt, is the moſt mercitul leverity. 


- 


to come: To'warn againſt eternal torments; with tie 
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CHAPTER 1V. 
Of the improv:ment of the wile, 


 Sxcrion 5 


Of an 1 r rence cencern ing Jrot 1 allowing Papiſts 
the free exerc:/z of their religion. 


FROM all that hath been aid, we infer, that it is 
a grievous hn ia Proteitants tocoaſent that Papiſts may 
treely exercile their religion, | 


1ſt, This mexſure of conſenting is to make ourſelves 
acceſſary not only to their errors in doctrine, corrupti- 
on in worſhip, and tyranny in goverment, but allo 
to their damnaiion 


2dly, This meaſure of conſenting wonld involve ns 
in perjury ; for not only are three of our principal 
burghs, by the religious clauſe in their oath of admiſ- 
ſion, bound to oppoſe Popery, but allo the whole Scotch 
nation is, by the national oath and covenant, bound 


to oppoſe it 


2dly, This meaſure of conſenting would be a mak- 
ing peace with Rome: but as ſehu faid to Joram, 
2 Kings ix. 22: What peice, fo long as the whore- 
« domes of thy mother [ezebe!, and her witcherafts 
« are fo many?” What peice can there be with 
that church which is the mother of chariots, and abo- 
 miaations of the earth? What peace can there be 
with that church, whoſe head is the man of {in ? To 
be at peace with the church of Rome, is to be at war 
with heaven. Sooner, ſays Biſhop Hall, may God cre- 
ate a new Rome, than reform the old. 


athly, This meaſure of conſenting would involve us 
in their ruin. There is no ſafety in being in bad com- 
2 in being connected with thoſe who are under 
be curſe, Prov. xiii. 20. A of fools ſhall 
« be 


(67 


be deſtroyed,” This text looks ſternly and terrible 


on thote who apoſtatiſe to Popery; inſteid of coming 
out, in obedience to the command of God, being come 
out, they go in again, and fo involve themſelves both in 
the fins and in the plagues of myſtical Babylon: Ez- 
ra ix. 14. Should we again break thy command- 
«© ments, and join in affinity with the people of thele 
© abominations, wouldit nat thou be angty with us, 
till thou haſt conſumed us? &e. Nay then, faith 
the Lord, come out of ber. Objection, The Payiſts to- 
lerated wearing an oath of allegiance to the king, 
and {wear that they deteſt that prineiple, that No 

faith is to be kept with heretics: Aniwer; If a Papiſt 
keep an oath oft allegiince to a Proteſtant prince, and 
practically deteſts that principle, fo far he is no wore 
2 Papilt ; for the council ot Conitance has determined 
that no faitn is to be kept with heretics : And Pope 
Morton V. Writing t» the Duke of Lithuania, f{ays, 
Be aſſured thou fineſt mortally, ir thou keepeſt thy faith 
with heretics. But the wickednels ot this principle 
will appear, if you confider, that -altheugh the Ro- 
maniſts make nothing of breaking faith with heretics, 
(ie.) Proteſtants, yet the breaking of fai h with an 
heathen was conden ned by God himielt, in Zedekiah, 
Ezck. xvii. 22-: Nebuchadnezar had taken of Zede- 


. - kiah, a fulemn oath, to be true and faithful to him, 


- 8< in verſe 1th; but he detijpiled the oath, and brake 
his covenant ; arid ibis iſſued in bis ruin, and the ruin 
cot his ſons, verſes 18 19. A perjured perſon is guilt 
of two crimes (wherein the malignity of perjury dot 
conſiſt) ; 1ft, In tailing in his reſpect to Cod. And, 

2dly, In his tailing in his promiſe towards man. 


'Sxcrion Il. 
| A addreſs to Papiſts.- 
O ye Papiſts! what think ye of Jol n's doftrine? 


Rev xiii. 8. All that dwell upon the eaith ſhall 
„ Worſhip him, whoſe” names are” not written in the 


book of life, &c. Although ſome of 'thete whole 


names ate in the bock of life, may have en 
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ed för a while by the Roman Antichriſt, to yield him 
religious worſhip, yet none of them ſhall perſevere in 
that worſhip to the lait. Men living and dying in 
that — evidence that they are 8 
None of God's elect can die in that fin. 


2d ly, What think ye of Paul's doQrine ? 2 Cor. v. 2 
% God made Chriſt fin for us, that we might be mace. 
e the riphteouſneſs of Gad in him” How was Chritt 
made fin? Not by any infuſion, but by imputation; 
and in the ſame manner believers are made righteovs, 
not by any infuſion, but by impntation ; by the im- 
tation of Chriſt's righteouſneſs. All this is demed- 
Ly y your church, which teaches, that men are made 
righteous at firſt by the infuſion ef grace, and then 
Juſtißed by the merit of good works; and if fo, 
Chriſt is dead in vain : and rejecting IE ALIENS 
nels, how can ye be ſaved? 


2dly, To the ſame purpoſe, what think ye of that 
doctrine in Heb. x 20. Having boldneſs to enter in- 
« to the holieſt by the blood of je ſus? & And as 
the blood of Jeſus is the only way to heaven, fo this 
bloud, applied by faith, is a taking the way. The 
ordinary inſtruction appointed to be piven unto men 
upon their death beds, in the primative times, as 
Uſher informs us was, that they ſhould look to come 
to glory, not by their own merits, but by the virtue 
and merit of the paſſion. of our Lord ſeſus Chriſt; 
that they ſhould place their whole confidence in- his 
death only, and in no other thing; and that they 
ſhould interpoſe his death betwixt God and their dans, 
betwixt them and God's anger. All this doctrine your 
church denies. Obedience to the commands and the 
merit of men's works, ſay they, is the only way te 
life: that way is preciſely the way of the covenant of 
works; but righteovinel comes by the law; then 
Chriſt is dead in vain ; and bew then can ye be faved? * 


* 


atly, As the way of Popery is exceedingly ſinful, 
| && it hath ro ſolid way laid down for the removing of- 
tn; and where tbeſe two concur, viz. heinous fin, 
and. 


"1.3519 


end no ſolid way to remove it, what ean be locked 
For, but damnation? Where the difeale is deadly, and 
the cure nought, death is unavoidable. By the prin- 


ciples of Popery, there is no purging of the conſeiener, 


no quieting of an awakened confcience. What can 
| their penance, their pilgrimage, their ind ülgences, 
their invocations of ſaints, and fuch things, do tothe 


ſprinkling of an heart from an evil conſcience ? Theſe, 


iuſtead of cleanſing, defile it more and more. If the 
great ſacrifice Chriſt offered of himſelf de rejected, 
there remains no more ſacriſice for ſin, but a fearful 
looking for ef judgement and ſiery indignation which 
Mall devour the advet ſaries. 9 


SECTION III. 


9 


An addreſi to all in general, in two or three exhortations, 


Tax firſt exhortation may be tendered in the werds 
of Jeſus to the Jews, John v. 39. Search the ſerip- 
„„ tures.” It was a determination of the codneil of 
Trent, that the lay people ſhall not read, nor Fear 
the {criptures read. The words of the council are 
theſe, Sr gui legere aut haberè Biblia pr a fumpſerit abſuliti- 
ene poceatorum pes cipere non peſſet. ( e.] If any mall 
preſume to read, or have a Bible, he cannot receive 
the remiſſion of ms. it ſeems, with them, the read- 
ing of the Bible is an unpardonable ſin. But Jelus 
ſays, Search the ſcriptures, for in them ye think 
„ye have eternal life, and theſe are they that teſti- 
4 fy of Me.“ bd 


In the cloſe of the 1ſt epiſtle to the Theſſaloniade, 
Paul fays, © charge you, by the Lerd, that this e- 
©: piſfle be read unto-all the holy brethren.” So I 
adjure you, by the Lord, that ye read, at this junc- 
ture, the book of the Revelation; and by way of 

motive to enforee this charge, ponder verſe 3d of the 


firſt chapter, Bleſſed is he that readeth, ard they 


« that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep 
© thoke things which are written therein.“ Under 
F 3 | the 
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' the time of the ſounding of the trumpets, Antichrit's-. 
coming took place; and under the time of pour- 


ing out the vials, the deſtruction ef Antichriſt takes 
place. . | 


Some object, and ſay, It is an. obſcure book. We 
anſwer, There are ſhallow places in it, wherein lambs .. 
may wade ; and deep places, in which elephants way 
. vim. The darker any place in it is to you, ye ſhould 
read 33 number of ſound expoſitors; thoſe 
who explain ſcript ure by icripture, as Proteſtant ex- 
poſitors do ; and ye ſhould alſo pray the more for the 
light of God's ſpirit, ſay ing, Send out thy light and 


= 


. thy truth, let them lead me.“ 


The ſecond exhortation may be tendered in the. 
words of David to Solomon, 1 Chron xxviii. 5. 
4% RKnow thou the God of thy tathers, and ſerve him“ 
It is a Popiſh maxim, That ignorance is th: mother of de» 
. wotion ; but the firft commandment. requires you to 
know and acknowledge God. By way of motive to 
encourage you in the ule of the means of knowledge, 
. ponder that. paſſage in Heb. viii. 11. They ſhall nos 
« teach every man his neighbour ; they all ſhall know 
4% me, &c. What God requires in the law, he pro- 
--miſes in the goſpel. Quefiton, What kind of know- 
| Jedge is here intended? We anſwer, The knowledge 
intended is ne: a mere head, but heart knowledge, 
ſoch as begets love to the Lord: Jer. xxiv 7. 1 
„ will give hearts to know we Mere head know- . 
 Jedpe, is like the winter fun, bath light without heat; 
but heart knowledge is like the ſummer ſun, having 
both light and beat; Luke xxiv. 22 This heart know- 
ledge is an experimental inward knowledge. Men. 
_ endowed with it know in themſelves, that they have 
zan heaven an erduring ſubſtance, Heb. x. 24; and can 
fay with. the Samaritan, John iv. 42. Now we. 
, believe, for we have .heard bim ourſelves.” For 
more and, more of this knowledge, Paul laboured, 
Phil. iii. 10. ard.the more of this knowledge, the 
ſtronger is cur inward bulwark againſt every falſe re- 
ligion ; and hence in Pla, cxix. 93. I will never far- 
Es en _ : ; 1 get 
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ce get thy precepts, for by them thou haſt quickened 


*. nme.“ You may (as one expreſſeth it) as ſoon ſhape 
a coat for the moon, as fix them in divine truth, that 
know nothing of the power and efficacy of it in their 
heart This, and that, and the other perſuaſion, is 
all alike to them. Perſons unfixed in the true religi- 


en, are very receptive of a falſe perſuaſion ; like clouds 
without water, they are driven to and fro with every 
wind. No man can have the idea of the {weetnet(s 


of honey, like him that feels it; nor of religion, Ike 
him that taſtes the power of. it+ 


The third exhortation, may be -tendered in the 
words of Paul to Timothy, r Epiſtle vi 12. Fight 
ce the good fight of faith; lay hold on eternal lite“ 
Many are the enemies ſet to hold you out of the pro- 
miſed land; fin, Satan, and the warld; and to fight + 
againſt theſe, is a goed fight : and this fight is to be 
maintained in the way of believing, and fo faid to be 


the good fight of faith, To animate you to fight a- 


gainſt the Antichriſtianiſm of your own heart, and 
the Antichriſt which is in the world, conſider by way 


of mot ive, 


it, What the Spirit ſaith to the churches, in his 


epiſtle to Epheſus, Rev. ii. 7. To him that over- 
„ cometh, will I give te eat of the tree of life, 


«© which is in the midſt of the paradiſe of God.” 
What is heaven? It is the paradiſe of God What is. 
the happineſs.of heaven? It: is to cat of the tree vf a 


life; and Chriſt is the tree of life, Rev. xxii 


zd, What the Spirit Taith to the churches, in his e- 


piſtle to Smyrna, Rev ii. 11. He that overcometh 
4 ſhall not be hurt of the ſecond death What is 
the ſecond death? The ſecond death is the lake of 
fire : Rev. xx. 14 Death and. hell were caſt into 
« the lake of fire; this is the ſecond death.“ What 


1s the happineſs of heaven? It is not to be hurt of the 


ſecond death: Rev xx. 6 *© Bleſſed and holy is be 
<<< that hath part in the-firſt- reſurrection There is 
a death after the body is dead; bat upon the over- 


comer that death bath no pow rr. 


3d, 


Sh 
2d, What the Spirit ſaith to the churches, in his e- 

piſtic to Pergamos, Rev it 17 © To him that over- 
„% cometh, will I give to eat of the hidden manna ; 
« and 1 will give him a white tone“ What is the 
happineſs of heaven? The happinets of heaven is to 
eat of the hidden manna; and Chriſt is the hidden 
mana: Joha vi. 22 “ My Father giveth you the true 
& bread from heaven,” It is alſo to receive the ſenſe 
of the juſtifying and adopting grace of God, We 
mall be before him in love. 
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4th, What the Spirit taith to the churches, in his 

epiitle to ain, Rev. ii. four laſt verles, ©* He that 

„ overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end 

« to him will I give power over the nations.“ What 

is the happinels of heaven? It is to receive power o- 

ver all the nations that forget God: Pſa. xlix 17; 

» The upright hail have dominion over them“ 1 Cor. 

: Vi. 2. It is to receive, in the arms of ſenſe, the- 
morning ſtar; and Chrilt is the * ſtar, Rev. 


XXII. 16. 
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th, What the Spirit ſaith to the church, in his e- 
peſtle to Sardis. Rev iii 5, He that overcorreth, 
ce the ſame hall te clothed in white raime;t, and I 
4 will pot blot his name ont of the book of life.“ 
What is the happinets of heaven? It is to be clothed” 
in white raiment. like C hrift's raiment, Matth. xvii. 2. 
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4 - «© We ſhall be like bim- He fall change our vile 4 
4 % bodies, &c.” 
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Sith, What the Spirit faith to the chnrches, in bis 
epiſtle to Philadelphia, Rev. iii. 12. Him that over» 

« cometh, will | make a pillar in the temple of my 

« God.” What is beaver? It is the temple of Chriſt's 

God. What is the happine's of heaven? It is to be 
made a pillar, (i. e.) fixed in heaven, and to go no 
more out of the heavenly ſtate, Rev- xxii. 5- 
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ih, What the Spirit faith, in his epiflle to I held” 
cea, Rev iii 21. 22. To him that overcometh, will 


I give to fit with me an my throne.” What is the 
| | happineſs 
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appineſs.of heaven! It is to (it with Chriſt on his | 
throne, (ie.) it is to be a partaker of his glory, John 
xvuli. 22+ Es 1 


Laſtly, Conſider what God, Father, aud Holy Ghoſt 
ſays in Rev. xxi- 7. © He that overcemeth ſhall inherit 
6 ail things, and I will be his God, and he ſhall be 
« my ſon What is the happineſs of heaven?” It 
is to inherit all things, in inheriting God, who will be 


all in all to each in heaven. I will be his God, to 


glorify him; and he hall be my fon, to live for ever 
with me ; and ſo fight the good fight of faith. 


I conclude, by obſerving, that the firſt viſion John 
had in Patmos, was a viſion of Chriſt; and the laſt 
viſion he had there, was a viſion of heaven O let 
my foul be converſant about, and taken up with Chriſt 
ard heaven, that heaven which conſiſts in the full en- 
joyment of God and the Lamb. To the adorable 
Three in One, by the man Chriſt Jeſus, be all praiſe, 
for erer and ever. Amen. : 


0 


PART 
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PART II 


\ 

£1 
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SECTION I. : 11.4. 
. wg ing 
The diviſion of an „er 
an 


Pſalm lxxiv to. © kene not the foul of thy turtle dove ber 
unto the multitud. of the wicked; forget not the con- 


e of thy poor for ever. | _ 


V this verſe we have two petitione: Iſt, © Deliver 

| «« not the ſoul,”” (i e.) the life of thy turtle dove 1 
(v. e.) of the church; Song ii. 14. unto the multi- 

\ tude of the wicked.” Pool, in the margin, reads, I“ 
the wild beaſis: (i. e.) as in our tranflation, the multi- 


tude of the wicked, who, in their way, are not like 
men, but beaſts; and not like tame, but wild beaſts. 3 


26, Forget not the congregation of the poor for 

% ever.“ In Pſa. ix. 18. the promiſe is, © The needy- 

& ſhall not always be. torgotten, & Upon that 

promiſe this petition is founded. It is the firſt petit ion 

we ha ve principally in view ; and in diſcourſing further 

upon it, we may enquire, iſt, Why the church 18 com- 
pared to the turtle-dove ? | 


adly, Who are the wild beaſts! 


2dly, What are ſome of her ſins, on account of 
which the turtle-dove deſerves to be delivered up unto 
the wild beaſts ? | 


| 4thly, What may encourage ut to put up this peti - A | 
tion: Odeliver not the foul of thy turtle dove, & 1 


5thly, Conclude with ſome exhortations · 


Stcrtion Il. 


The firſt Head illuſtrated. N 1 1 
Wx propoſed to enquire, ſt, Why the church in b 
compared to the turtle · dove: wn & b 


— 


fm 


We inſwer, Bec nuſe of a likeneſs in difpsfition and 


c01Jition. rt, The turtle-qave is a chaite creature: it 


is taithful to its mate; in which relpect chat paiſage in 


Ita. xxxviii. 14. is thought tobe in alluſioa to the mourn» 


ing of the one, after the death of the other. So the 
trie Church is Faithful and canttant'in her lo, e to Chriſt: 
and hence in Rey. xiv. 4. John. ſpeaking of the num- 
bers of the Chriſti in church, ſiys, “ Fneſe are they 
© who are not deſiled with Wonen; (i. e.) are nog 
corrupted with the erroneous doct ine and idolit:vus 
worihip of the Antichriitian church: “ for they are 
6 virgins;*” (i e.) they adbere itedraftly to Chriit in 
zi! his ordinances, and are led by his word and Spirit. 
The tribe of Dan, in deteſtation of their firit eretting 
public idolatry, ſudges xvii. 18 is omitted and lett 


out in Rev 7; not that we are to ſuppole that trioe 


to be werſe than others rejected; but -to ſhew, that 
the ſealed ones are not idolaters; no, they are virgins, 


all ſpiritual virgins. 


2d, The turtle dove is a mild creature, harmleſs and 
inoffenſive: So the members of the true church are 
the quiet in*the land, as you may read in Pla. xxxv. 
go Theſe noily profeſſors, who talk of the truth, 
without the temper of jeſus, are fooliſh virgins; or, 
as one expreſſes himſelf, the empty drums of a church, 
all ſound and no mufic. We mult not oppoſe the cor- 
rupt ions of others with our corruptions; but ſhewin 
za neekneſs tawards all men, we are to be wile as 
ſerpents, and harmleſs as doves, Lit. ii 2. Matth. 
*. 16. „ | 


Secrion Il. 


De ſicond Head illuſtrated. 
Tut ſecond thing propoſed was, To enquire, who 
are the wild heaits? We anſwer, The four great em- 
pires are repreſented by the four greit wild beaſts, in 


Dan. vii. 3 The Babylonian empire, by that wild 


beaſt the lion, verle qth. The Verſi in by that wild 
beaſt 
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deaſt the leopard, verſe 6th. And the Romaniby a 
wild beaſt, ſaid to be terrible and dreadful, verſe 7th. 
M herefore, wild beaſts, in the prophetic ſtyle, denote 
idolatrous and tyrannical empires; as far as they were 
and are without diviviity, ſo far they were and are 
without huwenity, Pſa. Ixxiv. 10. Theie empires 
be ing compared to wild beaſts, which live upon other 
wild. beafts, hold ftoith their groſs idolatry, in oppo- 
ſition to the chaſtity of the turtle- dove; and likewite 
their horrid cruelty, in oppoſition to the-mildneſs of 
the turtle. The firſt, ſecond, and third empires were 
idolatrovs, and cruel to the jewiſh-church , and the 
fourth was, and is idolatrous and cruel to the Chriiti- 
an church. The Roman empire, under the heathen 
emperors, was idolatrous, and cruel, in killing thou- 
{ſands of innocent Chriſtians. Under Chriſt ian emper- 
ors, the Roman empiie ceaſed for ſome tune to be i- 
dolatrous and cruel; and then became again idolatious 
and cruel under Popes. Rome-Pagan, bath flain her 
thouſands; ard Rome Papal her ten thouſands of in- 
nocept Chriſtians Queſtion, What is the difference 
between the ſcarlet- coloured beaſt, and the woman 
ſitting upon it, in Rev. xvii. 2. We anſwer, By the 
beaſt may be wnderſiond the empire of Rome, beaded 
by the Pope, as king of kings; and by the woman 
| fitting vpon the beaſt, may be meant, the degenerate 
church of Rome, headed by the Pope, as biſhop of 
biſhaps ; becauſe the Pope h:th acted in th:t double. 
capacity. He, in the 12th chapter, is deſcribed by 
two beaits: Cf the one, it is ſaid, it did rife up out 
of the ſea, having {even heads, verke xt. Of the o- 
ther, it is ſaid, it Cid cone out of the earth, and it 
Had two horns like a lamb, verle r1th. The body of 
the beaſt, in the hrft capacity. is ten kingdoms; . 
the ten horns of the besſt are the ten kings ef the 
ten kingdoms. Thele were not the kingdoms, the 
horns of the beaſt, till they embed bis religion, 
and kibmirted to bis >uthor ity Ard upcn the ferenth, 
or laſt head of the beaſt, that the lors were ſeen 
grown together, (. e upen the Roman empire, in its 
ſeventh or laſt form of government They arc net 


like the heads of * but ccutemporaiy Kings, 
Kev. 


E22 


i ö ; » 
Rev. xvii. 12. They receive power as kings, dne hour 


with the beaſt. The body of the beaſt, in the other, 


the ſecond capacity, is the degenerate church of Ro ne; 
and the two horns he had like a lamb, are his falſe 
clergy; which is twofold, viz. regular and ſecular: 
and hence the Pope, and his clergy, are named the 
Falſe prophet, Rev. xvi 13. Now this ſpiritual beaſt, 
the Pope and his clergy, are f4id to make the image 


of the firit beaſt viz of that dragon mentioned in 


Rev. xit- 12. (i e,) of the former Heatheniſh empire, 


and the religion thereof, which therefore is ſaid to live 


again; the Chriſtias religion being, by the Pope and 
his clergy, moulded into a likenets and conformity te 
the old tieathenth religion of the empire. Were any 
of the ancient Ronans now alive, and ſhould they 
cone into their aſſe nblies, and behold their Prieſts 
in white, their proceſſions, their ſprinłk lag with holy 


Water, their altars, capers, ſtatues of ſ.ints departed, 


and their worſhip af them. their 4 entifox maximus, 


or great biihop aud high prieſt, &c. they would cry 


ont and fy, This is juſt our old Roman Heatheniſh re- 
I1gion ; only Jupiter is turned into Chrilt, and the 
prieſts of the gods of old into Popiſh biſhops, and our 
ancient gods, Mars, Janus, A fcul»pius, &c, (whe 
were men departed) are changed for ſaints departed : 
So that the life of the old religion remains till, though 
there be a change of the gods worſhipped Thus, at 
Bibylon of old made an image, and put to death all 


that would not fall down before it; ſo hath myſtical 


Babylon (fer te that Babylon, and to thit image, is the 
alluſion) ſet up an image of old Heatheniſh religion and 
worthip; and. upon the like pen-Ity, enjvins the a- 
doration of this image, and a confor nity in worſhip 


to ali the ſubjes of theſe ten kingdoms Further, this 
be aſt is deſcribed from his followers, the company that 
cleaves to him verſe 16. He cauſeth all to» receive 4 
mark in their right hands, or in thei forcheads, verſe 
T 7th, &c. that no man might buy or ell, ſa e he that 


hd the mark, or the name of the beaſt, or the num- 
ber of his name It was cuſtomary among the ancients, 
for ſervants tn receive the mark of their maſter, and 


ſoldiers of their general, 1 on their forehead, 
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or in thei right bass, that it might be known to whom 
they belonged: So the company that cleave to the 
beaſt, are diftingui hed into three ranks. iſt, Some 
have the mark of the beiſt, (. 2.) all in holy orders 
have his character. Their 40 A7 ine is, th by 1 1130 en- 
tered into holy orders, . doth, by his ord nition, re- 
ceive an indelible Giaratlor, a ſecret invii iy tamp, 
or impreſs, which can never be erazed 24ly, Others 
hae the name of the beat, (7. 2.) as he is named Pa- 
25 the Pope ; fo they ; 5 Ede themle e Papiſts, or to 
e of the Pope 25 ther. hezd, and id all things fub- 
jectipg themlelves unto him as his ſons. zdly, Others 
have the number of his name. To explain this third 
rank, it is proper to oblerve, that the word eber, | 
15, in ſeveral l:zngaiges, put for the account, reckon- 
ing, or eſteem, that connonly is had of men; as is 
Latin, we fſaiy, he is one nius nun ri; (i. e.) one 
of no number, or account And lo to Ki the zum 
ber of the beait* s name, is to hold ſuch dofrines and 
fuch rites in worthip, 3s they ſhall be accounted, and 
reskoned, and that jutly, to be Papiſts in heart and 
alfection * For, although they refuſe the Pope's mark, 
and the name of Papiits, yet underhand advancing the 
Pope's cauſe, they ſet up the image of old Popery in 
a Proteſtant reformed way; even as Popery is an * 
mage of leatheniſn worſhip in à Chriſtian way; fo 
Goodwin interprets. Of theſe in holy orders among 
Papiſts, ſome are ſo operily, and thoſe receive the mark 
of the beaſt in their forebeads; and others are ſo co- 
vertly, and thoſe recei-c his mark in their right hand: 
So of the people, ſome profeſs the Popiſh faith avow- 
edly; others do not pr. ofeſs, but they practiſe it; and 
it was a term of traffic, not to buy or ſeil, but with 
thoſe of the above three ranks of men: Accordingly 
the canon of the council of Latern, ander Pope A- 
| lexander III made. againſt the Waldenſes and Albi- 
genſes, enjoins, upon pain of Anathema, that no man 
relume to entertain them in his houſe, or exercile_ 


traffic with them. In this relpect, as Mede obſerves, | 
| : "the, 


* 


„The Gem of Armainins, as | Gli have obſery ed, is 1 
without its hierarchy. 
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the falſe prophet ſpoke. as 4 n for the dragon 
Diocleſian publiſhed à like edit, That no one ſhould: 
ſell any thing to the Chriltians, unleſt they had arſt 


burut incenſe to the gods. 


8e o N IV. 


The third Head illuſtrated. 


— 


Tux third queſtion we intended to anſwer war, 


What are ſome of cur fins, on account of which we 


 Gelerve ta be delivered to that wild beaſt ? 


«it, Onr own evil heart of unbelief, in desen 


from 'the living God, Heb. iii. 12. Our not improving: 
Chriſt as we ouglit, both for righteouſneſs and {trength ; 

or not ſtudying, as required, to keep communion and 
. fellowſhip with Gad in Chriſt, but walking in a natu- 


ral way, without drawing virtue from Chritt to enable 


us to die unto fin and live unto righteouſneſs : our hedr- 


ing the werd of God, and reading the ſcriptures as 
men, not as believers; our praying and pſalm ſinging 


as men, not as believers. Oh! there is little faith in 


. Chriſt, in the. manner of our going about the means of 


Worſhip. 


24ly, Our leaving our firſt fea Rev. ii. 4. To 
the angel of the church of Epheſus the Lord fays, „1 
t have ſomewhat againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt left 
ce thy firſt love.” Alas! we in the Seceſſion have left 
our Fd love. Where is that. warmth of heart to- 
wards God, and towards one another, which once took 
place amongſt us? Where is that communicating 'of 
experience of the Lord's dealing w ith the foul?-—There 


are few in sur day, like him who laid, Come all. 
ye that fear God, and I will tell you what he hath. 


done for my ſoul. 5 Alas! our departures from one 


another, have originated ; in our departure. from Chriſt, 


the centre of union. Many of us have made loud ont- 


cries againſt the fins of others, while we ourſelves Wal- 


lowed in the lame lis, or as bad. £2 
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2dly, Our neutrality and indiff-rency 40 to that form 
government Chriſt hath inſtituted in his houſe, la 


Ene k. xHii. 10, i the Lord ſays to the prophet, © Shew 


to the houſe of Ifrael the form of the hovule,”” (i. e) 
the form of the New Teſtament church; all tbe 
forms thereof, all the ordinances theiecf, &c, The 
form of Preſbyterial government includes, iſt, A parity 
georp the members of Chriſt's courts, Matth. xx 25, 
26 „The prii ces of the Gentiles exerciſe dominion 
* over them; but it ſhall not be ſo among you,“ &c, 
2d'y, The Preſby terial government includes a ſubordi- 
pat jon of inferior to ſuperior juodicatories, as of kirk - 
ſelſions to preſbyteries, and of preſbyteries to ſynods, 
&c as in Acts xv. And if the form of Preſbyterial go- 
vernment be founded on the ſeriptures, the Independent 
and Fpiſcopalian forms muſt be without ſcripture; yea 


» » . » * 
agb inſt ſcripture; and not only inconſiſtaat with. 


"lh * * * ; * 
icripture, but alſo with one another; and bence, in 


Rev. vii. the four argels on the four corners of 


the earth did, for a time, bold the four winds,. 


(I. e.] of error, till the ſervants of God were ſeal- 


ed; and theie being ſesled, they did let them blow 
upon the earth, fea and trees. Winds not osly in- 
conſiſtant with truth, but alſo with one another, as 


5 


Independercy, lodging the government in the perſon of 


all the bretbren, is inconfiſtent with Epiſcopiey lodg- 


Ing it in the perion of ene man. How lamentable is 


it then, for profeſſed Preſbyterians, by a vote, to admit 
Independents and Epiſcovalians into church communi- 
on, providing they be otherwite ſound in tle faith? 


4thly, The toleration of a falſe religion, by thoſe 
who have power-to ſuppreſs it. State toleration of a 
falſe religion is centrary to Deut. xiii. 10.; Zech xiii. 
2, 3.; and Joby it. 15. Jeſus made a ſcowpe of ſmall 


corqds, and he drove out of the temple them that fold 


doves, ſheep and oxen, &. This is an example of 
coercive power to them who bear the [word. Fow 
zealous they ſhould be, contrary to Rev. xvii. 16. the 
ten horn ſhall hate the whore, &c. Church-tolerati- 
on of a falſe religion, when the erropequs are rout 
proceeded a gainſt by church cenſure, is a fu cu en tre, 

— F * To ed ; 


* 
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ed in the-angel of the church of Pergamose, Rev. ii. 


14 1 have a tew things againſt thee, becauſe thou 


© kaſt there, (i e.) not merely in the place of thy 
. re{igence, but in the bond of communion with thee, 


„ them'that hold the doctrine of Balaam, Kr.: con- 
demned in the angel of the church of Thyatira: Rev. 


ii. 20. | have a few things == thee, becauſe 


; thou ſufereſt. that woman jeze 
duce my lervants,”” &c- . Both ſtate and church to- 


leration of a falie religion are forbidden in the firſt 
commandment. 5 


* = 


"Toleration, as to religious tenets, neren he 'gedly 15 
and div ige ly learned do differ, we impugn not: As to 


them, it is our duty to hear with one another; but to 


tolevote Popery, is to encourage hat, by toleration 


irlelf, we mean to deſtrey, viz. a ſpitit of Aan 
M1 bigetry ef the moſt dotorious kind. 


1 


We a ſtin 14% ich betwixt 2 vigorous execution of the 


renal Ritutes, and a relaxing or repealing of them. 


Ve wilt not 10 ſce either the firſt or the laſt. In Luke 
ix 30. ic las nid to bis ditciples, « The Son ef man 
is not corre to deſtroy men's lives, but to fave them.“ 
IJ he religion of fetvs, though it may be preſerved by 
F abF avord, vet it is not to be propogatet by fire 


* ond end end the veſaxing orirepealing of the penal 


"f4thtrs, is like losing the wild beaſts from their 
nmzelt and fetters, and letting them out into s ſtreet. 
” the wild beaſt bill any perſon, ſhall they who looſ- 
ed and let ovt the wild beaſt be held innocent? The 
1282] ftatutes we conlider as means of ſelf preſervation, 
to Hreve nt. the growth of Fopery to fuch an heipht!as 
might put into'the hands of Papiſts the power to perle- 
2 te Proteſtants.” T ke penal ſtatutes are as artilſery 

laced upon the ramparts of a city, harmleſs and in- 


| ITE when” no attack! is made i but ready, for de- 


tence when any aflavit is offered. If Papifts* remain 
peaceabſe, and de bot attempt in any way to pervert 
and duce ethers to make prolelytes, i ale im no 
danger y theie Tre | 7 4 57 
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Objection. No man is to judge for another ; every. 
man hath a right to judge for himlelt in matters of 
religion. Liberty of co. ſcience muſt be allowed. 
_ Aalwer, Every man hath a right te try the ſpirits 
by the word of God, Ila. viii. 20.; 1 John iv. r.; but 
the Spirit of God ſpeaking i in the {cr iptures, is the ſu- 
preme judge, by which all controverſies in religion are 
to be determined, Matth. xxii. 29, 31; Eph. ii- 20; 
Acte xxviii 25 The >pirit of Gad- hath judged for 
every man, and laid his judgments before vs in his 
word: Arid all his deciſions ti-erein,” whether reſpect - 
ing faith or manners, we are indiſpenſibly bound ſub- 
miſſively to receive and practice, without painlaying, 
| however c1ols to our corruptions TH®oracles of God. 
are called his judgments, becauſe therein Ged hath 
| given judgment about all matters of religion, ard en 
reference to the final ſtates of men, fayinp, He that 
believeth ſhall be ſaved, and he that nn not 
hall be damned. 


SECTION V. 9 
The fourth Head illuſirated. 


In the next place we may enquire, What encourage. 
ment have we to put up this prayer to God, ſaying, O' 
deliver not the ſoul of thy turtle- * unto * multi- 
- tude of the wicked ? 


3 


1it, The Lord's relation to the turtle dove is a ground 
of encouragement: thy turtle- dove. In Pla cxix. 94. 
the Pſalmiſt, with this plea, 1 am thine,“ petitions 
for abretins, % fave thou me It may be pleaded in 
the church 's behalf, that the is God's turtle. 


2d, The W of grace, of We we rezd in 
the 2th verſe. Let us ſay to God, O deliver not the 
ſoul of thy turtle dove unto the wild beaſts of Anti- 
cbriſt, for the ſake of the blood of that covenant 
which is the condition of it. She is bought with the 
precious blood of Chrift. O let us plead the promiſes 


of that Sn and fay, O God, for the fake 2 


LW 


the great and precious promiſes of the covenant,” de- 


liver not the ul of thy turtle dove unto the multitude 


of the wicked Let us ground this petition upoa thit 
promiſe, IA xxvii 2, 3. A ineyard of red wine, I 
« the Lord do keep it ; I wil: water it every moment; 
leit any hurt it, | will keep it night and day :” upon 
that promiſe, Ita iii 15, „At birds flying, fo will the 
«© Lord detend Jeruvlaiem ; detending aſſo, he will de- 
liver it, ard paſhng over, he will prelerve it.“ 
Upon thit promile. Ifa. liv. 172 No weapon that is 


© formed againſt thee ſhahi proſper; and every tongue 


« thst mall riſe againſt'thee in judgment thou (half 
5 condemn.” Upon that promiſe, If: lix 19 When 
« the enemy ſhatl'come in like a find, the Spirit of 
& the Lord ſhall liſt vp «a ſtandard agiinft him” I. 
pon that promiſe, Zeph. iii. 7 The Lord thy God, 
«© ia the midſt of thee, is mighty; he will ſave; he 
. will rejoice over thee with joy; he will reſt in his 
4% love,” &c- | 


zdly, To encourage vs tn preſent this petiti mn, let 


us pon:ler that promiſe in Matth. xvi. 18. The gates 


4% of hell (hall not prevail 21g7inſt the chureh ?? Nos 


the Lord hath made it out even in the darkeſt times 
of Popery, which in Rev. ix. leems to be limited ta 
five months. In the beginning of that chapter, th: 


ſtar falling from heaven to earth, to whom way given- 


the key 'of the bettomleſs pit, may ſignify a paſtor, 
or paſtors of note in ſucceſſion, falling from being 
heavenly to become earthly; and from the keys of 


the kingdom of heaven, to be a miniſter or miniſters 


of the keys of hell : and through this change of the 
keys, ſuch a ſmoke aroſe out-of the pit, as darkred 
the ſun and the air; and out of the {ſmoke came lo- 
cuſts, to whom it was given not to kill, but to tor- 
ment men; (ie.) the men of the world The buſi- 
nels of thoſe locuſts was, not to kill their bodies. 
Irdeed when thele locuſts dealt with the ſaints, they 


| Killed their bodies; of which we have an account 


elſewhere in the Revelation; ut the buſineſs of theſe 


1<cuſts here, is with the men of the world, to burt 
their ſouls with their poiſonous doctrine, hy which their 
CO » conſcience 
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conſcience was fo ſtinged, and the true remedy not bes” 
ing applied, as to prefer death to life; and the time 
of their hurtins men fo is. ſaid to be fre monthe, 
which was the time the flood prevailed on the earth, 
Gen. vii 24. To which there may be au alluſion 
here; the flood was God's judgement on the whole 

world, except thoſe in the ark: So the woe of the + 
Cfth trumpet came upon all the worid, except the 
ſealed ones. As five months, properly taken, is 150 
days, fo in Dan ix a week is put for {even years ; and 
here 2 month may he put for thirty years. The whale | 
cf Antichriſt's reign is 1260 years. So the daikeſt 
times of the whole dark time is 150 years. Whether 
theſe were in the. la baif. of the ninth, ard in the - 
tenth century, or in the. tenth, and firſt half of the 
eleventh ecytury, theſe well. read in hiſtory knew © 
beſt: Or if the rce years be deſcriptive of I 58 vetto - 
come, towards the-ctolgof Antichriit's reign, as ſome | 
tear, becauſe of what is ſaid ip Dan. xii 7. Rev. xi 2. 
Or as the five months are rcpeate 5 w} 0: hy o paſt 
te deſcribed by the Lit he vronths, and 50 years to 
cone, be de ſeribed by the Jaſt ſice months, 1 camot 

de terwire. As in the ninth cent ury, the doctrine f 
tranfubſtastiatien was firit advanced in che welt by 
Faſchatius Radbertus, abbut of Corte ip France, and 
f1 cnnouſty ©pp* id by many learned men of that ace; 
{6 the tenth century, even the writers of the Romwiſh : 
communion delcribe as the moil wicked ſince, the com- 
ing of Ch:iſt and 5 clerenth was much of the fame 
cc mplexion with the tenth. Genebrard, (peak ng a f 
the tenth, ſays, This age was chiefly unhappy in this 
cre thir g. that fur ali 140 YEAars, about ſi- dy 4 Popes 
totally degenerated from the virtues of their anceſ- 
tors, being more like apoſtates than apoſtles. Ip the 

tenth certury. Dupin owns, we sind the- firſt. exemple 


of teaſing bells, erd the rf ea mple of cannonizing - 
» &@ ſaint by a Pepe I it be aſked what became of the 


church in the beſt times, we anſwer, The gates of 
hell did not prevail 2gainſt ber even then; for in verſe 
4th. it was commanded tbe locuſts that they mould 
not hurt the graſs cf the earth neitber any green thing, 


neither any tree, but only thole men * bo have nog 


» 
- 


. tha 


C 
the feal of God in their forche nde. In the darkeſt 
times there have been witneſſes tor the truth; which, 
as one elegantly ſays, was like 4 freſh river that made 
ker way through the horrid jake of Antichriltianifm, 
without mixing therewith, and-at lait did break up 
gtorioully. 5 : 

athly, The laſt ground of eneour⸗ gement may be tak - 


en from the power of that Lord whole property the 
turtle dove is. As to exprels Anticheid's eiate, two 


beaſts ariſe; the one out of the tea, and the other 


ont of the earth. So in Rer. x ii this Lord, there 
called x mighty angel, © ſet his right foot on the eq, 
& and his left foot on the eirth, denoting his power 
to mike that enemy his footſtool. So let ail thy Fnal 
enemies periſh, O Lord; but let them that'love thee, 
be as the ſun when he goeth forth in his might. 


CHAPTER H. 
The application, 


Secrion.l. 


Tze firſt exhortation. 


BF encouraged” to let your faith reſt in this truth, 
that the time of AntichriX's reign is determined in the 


council of God, and declared in ſcripture to be forty- 


two months, Rev. xiii. 5. Each month confiiting of 


thirty days, forty-two months ere 1250 days, which 
is the time of the witpeſſes propheſying in ſackcloth, 
and contemporary with the reign of Antichriſt, Rev. 
xi 2 3. in the prophetic ityte, a day ftgi-ihes a year: 
Ezek. iv. 6 I have- appointed thee each day fora 
ee and fo 1260 days are 1200 years Some have 
fed the beginning of theſe years in the year 406; and 
ſo the ending of them ſhould have been 1656 Others 
have fixed their Leginning in the year 500 and ſo their 
ending ſhould have been in 1750: Both theſe compu- 
| tatians we know, from experience, to be miſtakes. wp 
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| Have fixed their beginning in the year 606, when Pyo- 


cas the tyrant declared Pope Bonitace univerſal bithop, 


made a grant of the ſupremacy to him z. and their 


ending ſhali be in 1866. Others fix tbeir beginning in 
tlie eigth century, either*in the year 755, when the 
Pope obtained the exarchate of Ravenna for himſelf, 

and afterwards acted an abſolute temporal prince ; or 
in the year 787, when the Worſhip of inages was ful- 
ly eſtabliſhed, and the ſupremacy. of that, Pope ac- 
 knowledged by the ſecond council of Nice Accorg- 

Ing to theſe calculations, the ending of thoſe years 
will be either in the year 201, or 2047. Which gf 
theſe three calculations is tie right one I cannot, nor 
will I fav : for as Athieſts, Deiſts, and other 9 ta- 
ries of the truth, have been mugh- hardened in their 


iufidelity by the miſtakes of thote who have been too 


come them“ The E Waldenſes, who maintain- 


particular and peremptory in timing future events; fo 
the time of Antichriit's reign is reckoned up in (crip- 
ture by days, by months, by years, not ſo much that 
we may know the feaſon of- his deſtruction as the cer- 
tainty of it: for as Dr Owen obſerves, if his time 
hath but ſo many days, fo many months and years, it 
mult have a period. Faith and patience are to be ex- 
erciſed ; for, as in Hab. ii. 3- The viſion is for an ap- 
pointed time, wait for it. The beginning and ending 

of Antichrilt's reign is known to God, and we mult- 


live "y: n wr the accompl iſbinent. 


S EKcrlon II. 
De ſecond exhortation . 


Lr your fiith. we be ſeech you, fix upon this truth, 
that after Antichriſt and bis adberents hath conquered + 
for a time, the Lamb of God, and his company, by 

the blood of the Lamb, and: by the word of their 
| teſtimony, ſhall overcome at laſt, for ever and ever: 
Rev. x1. 11. compared with Rev xvii- 14 In Rev. xii. 
- 97 it is ſaid, © It was given unto bim,“ (i. e.) the: 
beaſt, © to make war with the ſaints, and to over- 


ed 
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eq the Time d grines with the genhwne Proteſtants,” 


oked upon themſelees to be the people their prophe- 
id of : and id, when they were under the butche- 
ries of the Papal power, we are the conquered people 
of God, but the fe hall cone fFarth c 714 errors. ne 
fit of the ſeven croiſades, or expedicians of the Pa- 
piits, was in a wicke war with then; and the other 
liz were againit the Turks, for tie tioly Land, 


In Rev. xi 7 it is ſaid, © When the two witneſſes 


< thail. have Yintthed their teltimony, the beaſt hel 


cf make war aint then, and till overcome them 
© ard kill them” This is the very laſt killing of tue 
witneſſes; whether they thali be kilted only, as wit 
neſes, by depolition, or allo by killmg their bodies, 
the fulfilment of the prophecy, will manifeit. They 
lie kiiled and unburied three days and one half, (i. e) 
three years and one half: and after thice years and 
one halt, the ſpirit of lite fron God ilali enter into 


them, and they thall ſtand on their feet, as in verle 


Tith, and feat laſt they ſhall be conqerors. Inter xv. 2. 
John ſays, © Ii, as it were, a ler of plais mingted 


„ with fire; and them tsat had gotten the victory o- 


« ver the beaſt, and over bis image, and over his 
&«& mark, and over the number of hi, name, ſtanding 
« on the ſea of glafs, having the harps of God: 
verſe zu, They ling the ſong of Moles, the ſervant 
c of Jod, and the foag of the Lamb.“ The ſea of 
glaſs may be the word ; and the blood of jeius, which 
for fplendor is like a fea of plats mingl:d with the 
fire of GeJ's love, aud his Spirit's influences thedding 
the love of God abroad in'the neart. ne birps tney 
have arc hearts fall of gratitude and pralie to God, 
for oiviag then victory over gen idolatry, over Fo- 
piſh idolatry, and over the idolai . yof ſpur iousroteſtants. 
Their ſong is recorded in the zd, 4th, and 5th verles, 
They who have prayed for the ruin of Antichriit, here 
praife God for it: and this God requires at their hands, 
as being for his glory and their good As their ſong is 
excellent, ſo it well tech their caſe: Rev. vii. 10. 
„ They cried with a loud voice, Salrat ien to our God, 
4% and unto the Lamb.“ Antichriſt derived * 
FO rom 
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From ſo manv, and divided the praiſe thereof amorgſt 
fo many, as lictle thereof remained to God and the 
Lamb. Thel, to ſhew a plain craſſing f all Popery, 
end a triumph over it, acknowledge all lalvation to 
be of God in Chriſt; and therefore all the praiſe there- 
ot to belong only to our God ard the Lamb. God in 
Chriſt was the God of David's praile, Pla.-cix. ; «f 

eremiah's praite, Jer: xvii. 14 God in Chriit, is the 
God of all the praiſe Wy all laints. 


Further, we may note, that thoſe who uffer 3 | 
the Papal power, ſhall be partakers of the {ame ho- 
nor and felicity with thoſe who have ſuffered under, 
the Pagan power: Rev. xx. 4 1 faw 'the fouls of 
„ them that were beheaded for the witnels of jeſus, 
„ and for the ward of God, and who had not u or- 
& {tipped the beaſt, &c. They lived and reigned 
with Chriſt 1cco years; and the, _ of the dead lived, 
pot again till the ioo years were fnithed ; this is the. | 
firſt eclurrettion': : verſe Ech, “ Bleſſed and holy is be, 
« that hath part in the firſt reſurrection, on ſych the. 
« {econd death hath no poder, &c. lhe learned i od- 
well hath otferved, that the faith of what is faid a- 
bout theſe co years, was one principle cauſe of the 
fortitude of the primative Chriſtians; they even o- 
veted martyrdom, in hopes of being parteke:'s of the 
Priviledges and glories of the hrſt alen. 


At the expiration of the 1000 yes, Satan being. 


| Jloaſed out uf his priſon, ſhall make one attempt more. 


to re-eſtabliſh his kingdom. Verſe 2th, “ He fhall go. 

ut to deceive the nations, * detrribed as being in 
the four quarters of the earth, and diſt ir eviſhed by. 
the name of Cog ard Mageg, and to gather them to- 
gether te battle; and accordingly being very nunre- 
reus, as the ſand of the fea. they, as in veric gth, 

6 vert upon the breadth of the earth, and encempaſ- 
« ſed the camp of the ſaints about, and the beloved 
« city.“ But they ſhall not be able to hurt the church 
of Chriſt. No, oy ſhall be deſtroyed in an extraor- 
dinary manner, in fire from heaven. Verſe gth, 

el 


Ws the devil him , the rirg-leader of this iebelli- 
on 


r de J 


an 28 * the T.ord and his anointed, ſhall not merely ' 
he ret» ned, 45 rormeriy, but hall be caſt into the 
14 de of . fire and brimſtope, into which the hbealt and 
ti.c Falte prophet were caſt before him, at in Kev. xix 20. 
and togelner thai; be punihed with everialting deitruce 
tion, as in veils ioth. From the eith verſe, to the 
claſe of the chapter, John records 2 viſion he had of 
the general judgement, detcribed from the judge: [ 
% {uw a great white throne, and him that fat on it, 
(e.) God in the per ion of the Son, john v. 22. de- 
ſcribed from the nannels. Verie 12th, © I ſaw the 
% dead mall and great tand before Cod.“ Verſe izth, 
«© Ihe fea gave up the dead which were in it, and 
6% death and hell delivered up the dend which were 
ein them: The good, the bad, the very worſt of 
the bad, the beait and the falſe prophet. and the de- 
vil, all muſt, at the laſt day, appear before the judge 
ment ſeat of Chrilt, 2 Cor. v. 0 and t Cor. vi 3. 
deicribed from the proceedings of the judge to judge- 
ment. © The beoks were opened, and another book 
e was opened, which was the book of lite; ani the 
© dead were judged out of thoie things which are 
«& written in the cooks, according to their works SY 
There is the book of God's remeinbrance, which is 
the fame with his ampeilcience, whereby be exactiy 
knows every man's it-te, thoughts, words, avd decodes, 
dope in the body, whether good or bad. M. in 15. 
There is the book of conſcience which is the donde 
of the book of Gd remembrance, t» tar as it e- 
lates to one's own itate and caſe, Rom. ii. x5. By 
the opening of thele bo ks, nat ters of fact wil be 
manitelled they beiny reco! ds of matters of fc. 
And there is the book of the law, which is the itande 
ard of right and wrong: and by rhe opening of this 
book the watteis f fd in the former hooks will by 
fſhewed to be good or evil, and te law 1» the ſtand d 
of the lentence hrongunced Upon thole who are under 
> Rom ii. 12, ** As miny as have ſinned without 
«-the law, (; e ) without rhe written jaw, © ſhall 
& periſh without the aw, (i) without the writes 
la: by the lf nature, the he tber will be con- 
vieted of Having committed ſuch things as are Warth 
k 
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3 - WP death: Rom. l 21. © And as many as have fined 
* e jn the law, (z. e ) under the wriiten law, © (hill 
| „ be judged by the law, (. .) by the written law. 
Ezck. xvii. 4 The foul that finieth hall die, cone 
| | pared with john viii. 24. © If ye beti-ve not that 1 
am he, ye hall die in your fins.“ Believers not he- 
ing under the law as a covenant, will not be judged by 
it, but by the book of life, wherein the names of 
the elect are written, who were choſen in Chriſt be- 
fore the foundation of the world, and in whom they 
have conformity to the law as a covenant, (i. e) ho- 
lineſs of nature, holineſs of life, and in whom they 
gave full ſatis faction to d:yine juice for fin, by his 
death. Men I am j dged, ſaid one, I will jay te 
the judge, all my ſins wire thins, and all thy d:cds 
are mine; and by the opening of this book will be 
made known who were elected to life, and who not. 
In the 14th and r5th verſes, is deſcrihed the execution 
of the ſentence of the wicked © Death and hell were 
& caſt into the lake of fire; this is the ſecond death, 
C and whotoever were net found written in the book 
% of life, were caſt into the lake of fire.” It may 
ſeem ſtrange that death ſhould be caſt into the lake f 
fire; which is the ſecond death; but the meaning is, 
that temporal death which hitherto had exerciſed do- 
minion over the race of men, ſhall be totally aboliſh» 
ed; and with reſpect to the wicked, be tuned into e- 
ternal death. All the effects of fin, and of the cu le, 
ſh+ill be removed out of the world, and. confined to 
the place of the damned. Further, from Matth xxv.' 
we learn, that the ſentence of the righteous, though 
firſt paſſed, yet is laſt executed on them. Verle 45th, 
there ſeſus, {peaking of the wicked, lays, ** Theſe 
« {hall go away into everlaſting puniſhment but the 
« righteous into lite eternal.“ And if it be aſked, 
Whether, or into what place ſhall the righteous g 
into lite eternal? To this queſti»n we have an anſwer 
in Rev..xxi; and to the 6th worſe of xxi1 I john 
« ſaw a new heaven and a new earth, and there was 
«© yvo mare ſea From this remarkable property in 
the new earth, that there is no more ſea, it is evident 
[SM that the new heaven and the new earth are not __ 


1 

ed to take place till after the general judgment ; for 
before the general judgment, the lea give up the 
dend which were in it. By the new heaven and new 
earth, is meant that viſible heaven, and this earth, 
changed not in ſubſtance, but qualities; and this change 
will be effected by fire; and fo no more fea, it being 
mingled with the other elements, 2 Pet. iii. 10. 12. 

In this new world the new ſjeruialem appears too in 
full ſplendor, verſe zd, I ſaw the holy city, the 
new ſJeruſ:lem, coming down from God, out of 
« heaven, &c. The holy city includes both the in- 
habitants and their habitation ; ſo he explains it, verſe 
gth, “ Come hither, ſaid one of the ſeven angels, I 
«& will ſhew the bride, the Lamb's wife. Verie foth, 
he ſhewed that great city, &c. compared with the 
laſt verſe: “ And there ſhall in no wiſe enter into it, 
« any thing that defleth — but they who are written 
« in the Lamb's book of life. There the inhabitants 
are diſtinguiſhed from their habitation. The perſons 
are holy, and the place. is holy, and ſo it is the holy 
city. | N 


Iſt, Tt is deſcribed from its name; New Feruſalem: 
New, in the ſame ſenſe in which the viiible heavens - 
and the earth are ſaid to be new; not in relpect of the 
ſubſtance, but qualities of the citizens bodies, Phil. iii. 
21. Further, the holy city is deſcribed, 2dly, from its 
deſcents; coming down from God out ef heaven, the 
inviſible heaven wilt be the habitatien of the ſaints: 
but if the Lamb ſhall repeatedly come down out of 
that heaven which never waxeth old, unto the new 
heavens and the new earth, all new jeruſalem, the 
triumphant church, will follow him, Rev. xiv. 4. 
Deſcribed, 2dly, from its relation toChriſt, prepared as 
a bride adorned for her huſband, (z.e.) ſhining in robes 
of glory, verle 11th, having the glory of God, as 
Uxor /pl:nd:/cit rudiis mariti (i e.) comely, through his 
comlineſs pat on her: and remaining united to Chriit 
her bridegroo:n. Earth ſhall then become heaven, or 
rather it will be a heaven upon earth, verſe 3d. The 
tabernacle of God is with men, dwelling vilthly in 
his tabernacle of. human nature, among men, 2 Pet. 


Y 
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$7. 15. in the new heavens and new earth dwelleth riꝑbte- 
eulac s. Deſcribed, athly, From its form, verſe 19th, it 
lieth ſquare. Thisimports the immutabilityob the bi ciled - 
ne's of the citizens, Rev. iii. 12. Deſcribed, 5thly, from 
its wall; verſe 12th, great and high. This is God bim- 
ſelf, Zeh. ii. 5. 1 will be unto her a wall of fire round a- 
bout. Deicribed, 6thly, from the twelve foundations 
of its wall, verſes 14. 19 20 having in them the names 
of the twelve apoſties. This implies, that in their 
doctrine they held forth Chriſt as the found tion on 
which the church, conſidered both as militant and 
triemphant, is built, 2 Cor. iii. 11. Deſcribed, 7tbly 
from its twelve gates, having written on them the 
names of the twelve tribes of the children of Iſrael- 
On the eaſt three gates, on the north three gates, &c. 


verſe tb This implies the acceſs the true Iſrael of 
No 


God hath to it from all airths, Matth. viii 12. 

enemy is feared there, 25th verle. Deſcribed, Sthly, 
from its ſtree: ; verſe 22 © The ſtreet of the city 
« was pure pold, like tranfparent laß; the gold 
ef Ophir is not like tranſparent glas; but the gold- 
en ffreet where bleſſed men meet. is like tranſparent 
plaſs. Pefcribed, gthiy, trom ihe temple of -ir, verſe 
22 *© The Lord God Almighty, and the Lamb, are 
”* Deſcribed, rothly, trom the light of 
d na need of the lun, n- 


* the temple of it 
It, verte 23. be city 
ther of the moon to ſhine in it, for the glory of Gd 
G1 1Whten it, and the Land is the liaht thereof. 


7 8 8 . 2 5 FA » * 1. * 
How beautiful never the fin is, it is not necded there. 


Ro, no, the glory of God liphtens it, end the Lamb is the 
Iiminary thereof Iefcribed.1nichly, from its river of ite: 
Chap ii. He ſhewed me a pure river of water of 
6 je, clear ax cryital proceeding out of the throne of 
4% God and of the lnb. The ftreams uf that ri- 
ver make plad th-t city, Fl xivi 4 Plenty of the 
vital pleaſant iifluences of the ſpirit there, Pla xxXVvI. 
B. Leiciiied, izthle, from its tree of lie, verſt za. 
he fircet of it, and of either ide 


1 


24 


e in the widſt of the 
% of the river, was there the tree of lite, &c This 
tree is jeius Chriſt. with Bis dieflings, Rev. ii Des 
icrided, r :thly. 75 Am it freedom trom all evil; verie 
39,. © Iikerc {hall be no more uric.” Chap, Xi. 4. 
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& Gad fhatl wine away all tears from their ever : ang 
4 there ſhall be no more death, &c Delcribed, 
14thly, from its fruition of all good: veries 2 4. 
& Nis ſervants ſhall ferve him, ard they thell fee his 
Ec [face :* as courtiers fee the king, fo they shall 
fee the |:mb with tre eyes of their body, and God im 
the Lamb, » ith the re of theif mind 1 heir ha pe 
pinefs ſh:l} have no end: verile 5, hey ſhall icipn 
4 for ever and ever. O tobe thee tet My 108 
live, aud it hal! praile thee tot eve And ever. 


a 


T INI & 


: E RR AT A. 
12 > line 19 for ſcripture judge, read pins judges 
18 6 for him, r. them. 
21 4 from the foot, for pont ification, r. on- 
1ifica 
24 fromthe foot, for flaid, r. bad. 
25 19 trom the top, for Rac, r. Row. 
40 38 tor Dewr:h, r. Demons. 
41 2 from the foot, r. and plead that promiſe, 
57 18 r miſcry of the perſecuted | 
4 59 17 after the wor exhortation, r. draws 
> frem hr ſins, we procced to the motives 
890 4 atter faber, r ſon. 
5 71 7 fur numb-rs, r. inembers. 
83 5 or th, r there. 
'® The ei not havin? deen corre, ard the Author. 
at» great diu ance, the publither has deen wnavoidab'y led 1ite 
| many eos, of which, tower r, the above ate the principals. 
; | he deli are QLVIUUS, aud caſily core ted. 
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